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| A 
Free and Impartial Enquiry 
CN Oy Te 


Antiquity and Efficacy 
TOUCHING 


FOR THE 
Cure of the Kane’s Evtr. 


Written fome time fince, in Two Letters: 
The One to Dr. STEIGERTAYH F, 
Phyfician to his Majefty; Fellow of 
the College of Phyfitians, and of the 
Royal Society ; the Orher to Sir Hans 
Sitoane, Bart. Prefident of the 
College of Phyfcians, atid Vice-Pre- 
fident of the Royal Society. 


Now firft publifhed, in order to a compleat 
Confutation of that fuppofed fupernatural 
Power, lately juftified ina Pamphlet, inti- 
tuled, A Letter from a Gentleman at Rome, 
to bis Friend in London, Ce.. 


To which is added, 


A Colletion of Recor, 
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Dr.STEIGERTAHL, 
Phyfician to His Majefty 
King GEORGE. 
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Ae HAV E often wonder'd, 
Jace that in fo free and in- 
SOUS quifitive an Age as this, 
WMG when every one has a 
ooo RN : Pi 4 
pee Liberty of exercifing his 
SO yay Enquiries with a be- 
See coming Freedom, no 
Body has hitherto candidly and impartial. 
dy examin’d into that commonly received 
Opinion, of the Cure of the King’s Evil 
by the Royal Touch ; notwithftanding ir 
appeats.to be a Thing of fo extraordi- 
nary.a Nature, that the bare mention of 
Aad : ic 
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ic might be thought fufficient to excite 
one’s Curiofity to endeavour to be ap- 
prized of every thing that relates to it. 
For this Reafon, I have thought it very 
well worth my while, to make, with an 
Hiftorical Freedom, a Search into the 
: Truth of this generally received Notion: 
t if it appear well grounded, I might 
ou the agreeable Satisfaction of not 
having acquiefed in ict without a. ftridt 
Enquiry: or if I fhould find it uncertain 
falfe, I might learn not to rely on 
the too ‘hiafty Determinations of others, 
which we fometimes find owe their Rife 
to an.unfound or deceitful Foundation. 
It’s true, there have not been wanting 
PR erfons among us, for fome Ages patt, 
who have been unwilling to give an im- 
plicit Confent to the current Opinions of 
the ‘Times in which they lived, but have 
fufpected arty taal of it; but no one 
hitherto has thoroughly confider'd the 
Litftory of this Aft fair, whereby he might 
be enabled /o/idly to juftify or condemim it. 
The Reafon of this laft feems to be 
principally owing to the great Defe- 
rence that is gencrall ly paid to the Voice 
of the Majo wy, and a certain Indolency 
of the Tempers of fome Perfons, which 
rather dif {poles them to acquiefce in the 
D: cterminations of others, than to be 
at 


at the Trouble to examine into the 
Truth of Things themfelves. But not 
only in this Cafe before us, but in fe- 
veral others likewife, we ought to look 
upon an Opinion’s being generally receiv- 
ed, to be extrinfical to: its being true or 
falfe; for itis not the gréat Number of 
Advocates that have appear’d in its Be- 
half, or thofe that have tranfiently 
written of ic as a known Truth, fhould 
oblige one to conclude ic fo; if by 
examination we find they deliver what 
they fay traditionally, or have not 
taken care to avoid.perverting the moft 
ancient. Authorities, which in this Cafe 
ought moft to be depended upon, or 
foifted. in later, which have nothing 
to fupport them. And becaufe many 
Perfons afcribe fo much to the Power 
and: Efficacy of this Method; that they 
think it necdlefs to attempt to account 
for it after any other manner, than ac- 
knowledging it to bea /upernatural Gift ; 
and on the other fide, many believe 
there is very little ufe in it, from the 
many Failures of Succefs, and the great 
Pains fome have been at to. fupport 
the Credit of it; I determine therefore 
freely and impartially to confider this 
Matter from the moft authentick Ac- 
counts Hiftory is able to furnith us 
with, 
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with. In order hereunto I have endea- 
voured carefully to examine all our 
Engh/fo Hiftorians, in the fame Series 
of Succeffion in which they wrote, from 
the very jrff, who was cotemporary 
with the Prince firft faid to be endow’d 
with this Gzft, to the prefent Time, 
that I might be fully appriz’d of all 
they have faid in relation to it, before 
I came to any Determination of my own 
Opinion as the refult of my Enquiries. 
And this Method I have chofe the ra- 
ther to purfue, that by fearching up to 
the Fountain Head, I might receive 
what thofe Authors have deliverd in 
their true and proper Senfe and Mean- 
ing, and pure and free from Adultera- 
tion; which I have fince found, by paf- 
fing through other Hands, have not 
efcapd being grofsly perverted and 
corrupted, and manifeftly apply’d to a 
very different Ufe, to what they were 
originally defigned. But before I go 
about to recount the Particulars that 
have offer'd to mein my Refearches upon 
this Occafion, I think it neceflary to 
reduce what I have to fay, to the Four 
following Heads, which will, if I miftake 
not, take in the moft material Things 
that can be faid upon this Subje@. 


i. Frere 
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r. First, I thall make fome Enqui- 
ries in relation to the Antiquity of 
Touching for the Cure of the King’s Evil, 
and about what Time our Kings did 
firft engage in the PraGiice of it. 

2, SECONDLY, I fhall offer fome 
Confiderations in relation to its being a 
Supernatural Gift. ; 

3. Tuirptry, In what Particular, 
as the Hereditary Right of Succeffion, 
the Ceremonies, the Gold, &c. its Efficacy 
is thought moft properly co confift. And 

FourtTHLiyY, If thefe fhould 
fail.of giving full Satisfaction, whether 
one ought not endeavour to account for 
the Reafon of it, when it bas Succeeded, 
from fome other Caufe. 

As to the firft Particular, © find that 
our Hiftorians and other Writers, who 
have mention’d any Thing in relation 
to this Subject, for Two or Three Hun- 
dred Years paft, have generally agreed 
that Kdward the Confeffor,who died in the 
Year 1066, was the firft of our Kings 
who was fo fortunate as to be diftin- 
guifhed by this extraordinary Gift, of 
Flealing this Difeafe: And to fupport 
this Opinion, they bring the Authority 
of William of Malmsbury, an Hittorian 
who ‘tis fuppofed wrote about Fighty 
Years after that Prince's Death; and 
yet quote 
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quote a Relation out of his Hiftory, 
to confirm the Truth of what they 
advance. But becaufe I have already 
declared my’ Opinion againft taking 
any thing upon Truft, and that the 
fake of Truth was the only Motive 
that determined me to thefe Enquiries ; 
T fhall firft faithfully quote what has 
been thought this Author's Declaration 
on this Head, and then examine whe- 
ther itis capable, by any Means, of 
bearing fuch a Conftruction. 

Now after he has given us fome 
Account of this Kzng’s Benefaétions to 
the Church, and a‘ Summary of his Vir- 
tues, he ufhers.in the Aézracles, faid to 
be “ effected by him, with relating the 
“ cafe of a young Woman that had a 
“‘ Husband about the fame Age with 
her felf, but having no Child, got an 
ill State of Health by an over-flowing 
of Humours in her Neck, which 
*< broke out in great Nobbs, that fhe 
was commanded, in a “Dream, to apply 
to the King to wafh it. To Coure 
fhe goes; and the King being at 
his Devotions all alone, dipd his 
“-Fingers.in Water, and dabbel’d the 
Womans Neck; and he had no 
fooner taken away his Hand, but 
fhe found her felf better, the loath- 
“¢ fome 
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* fome Scabb diffolv’d, fo that Worms 
“and purulent Matter burfting out to- 
“gether, all the noxious Humour 
“ difappeared ; but the Lips-of the Ul- 
“cers remaining wide and offenfive, 
fhe continud at Court till fhe was 
well, which was in lefs than a Week’s 
Time; the Ulcers being fo well clofed, 
and the Skin fo fair, thar nothing of 
“ her former. Difeafe could be difcern’d, 
“ and in a Year’s Time fhe was brought 
* to Bed of Twins. 

“ Tue fame Author likewife informs 
“us, that a Man, who was Bénd, 
“ {pread a common Report at Court, 
that he fhould receive his Sight, if he 
touchd his Eyes with the Water thac 
“ the King had wafh’d his Hands in; 
“ which the King hearing of, difclaim’d 
any fuch Power: but his Servants, ic 
feems, without the King’s Knowledge, 
while he was at his Prayers, made the 
Experiment, and immediately after 
the blind Man was wath’d with the 
“ Water, he recover'd his Sieht. And 
our Hiftorian tells us, in the fame man- 
ner the King cured a Blind Man at 
Lincoln. 

Sucu fort of Narratives as thefe are 
very frequently to be met with in the 
Writers about that Time ; for every body 
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that is acquainted with the Exeh/h Hi- 





tory, Knows how cuftomary a thing it 
was for the Monks, in thofe early times, 


to beftow their Miracles very liberally 
upon thofe Perfons who had been their 
Benefactors. And fuch was the Credu- 
licy of thofe early Ages, that thofe of 
the groffeft Nature were imposd upon 
the People for Matters of Fact; and little 
lefs than Herefy woud it have been, 
for any one to have calld in queftion 
or fufpected the Truth of them. But In- 
cere{t was the Motive, that certainly 
pufh’d them on to the Invention of fuch 
mon{trous Accounts as their Writings are 
fluffed with; and I doubt not but thefe 
Relations will gain as much Credit with 
the Reader, as that of the fame King’s 
carrying a poor Cripple upon his Back, . 
ftock’d with a whole Hofpical of Dif- 
eafes, to St. Peter's Church in Weftmin- 
fier, where he was immediately cured 
of all his Maladies; or as the fame 
Fliftorians relate, that St. Fobn . the 
Apofile appeared to him in the Habit 
of a Pilgrim, and received a ‘Ring the 
King made him a Prefent of, which was 
afterwards very miraculoufly returned 
tohim. But left there fhould be fome 
Perfons who are inclin'd to give more 
Credit to the former of thofe Relations, 
So" ee a ee 
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than thefe now mention’d, which I mutt 
confefs I fee no Reafon for, I thall con- 
fine my felf to the Examination of thofe 
miraculous Cures mention’d by Maims- 
bury, {eeing from them it is our modern 
Writers would prove, that that King en- 
joy'd a fupernatural Gift of curing the 
King’s Evil. But from thofe Relations 
which have been truly (tated, ic doth nor 
appear to me that this King had any pe- 
culiar Power of curing this Difeafe, nor 
indeed do they feem to carry the feat 
Colour of Reafon that they were defign’d 
to engage us to believe fo; for if they 
had, it would have moft certainly been 
particularly exprefsd. Here is only a 
tranfient Account of fome miraculous 
Cures, faid to be effected by him; but 
no mention made of his being peculiarly 
endowd with a Power to cure any par- 
ticular Malady: And moft certain it is 
from thofe Accounts, that one might 
with as much Reafon call Barrennefs 
and Blindnefs the King’s Evil, as fach 
Swellings on the Face ; feeing the Power 
of curing was not confin’d to any diftin® 
Difeafe, but is faid to extend ro thofe 
before mention’d egually alike. Befides this, 
we never obferve that thofe fcrophu- 
Jous Swellings that go under the De- 
nomination of the Hvi/, have any Worms 
Bz in 
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( 12) 
in them; which being no Characteriftick 
of thofe Tumors, muft render them of 
fuch a Nature, as not to bear an Analogy 
with the other, and fo muft make them 
abfolutely different Difeafes. From hence 
it evidently appears, that if it were 
granted, the King had a peculiar. Privi- 
ledge of curing fuch fort of Swellings 
only, as are mention’d by our Hiftorian, 
it would be very far from proving he 
had a Power of curing the Zv#/; for- 
afmuch as there is an effential Difference 
betwixt thofe two Dz/fempers. Doth it 
feem to carry any appearance of Proba- 
bility, that while this Author was re- 
cording the religious Benefactions of this 
Prince, and other of his Vertues, he 
fhould omit the particular mention of fo 
remarkable a Circumftance, as his mira- 
culoufly curing the Kéng’s Evil; more 
efpecially if he had been the fr? that had 
been diftinguifh’d by this peculiar Favour? 
For this would have contributed more 
largely to have commanded a_ higher 
Efteem and Veneration of him, than the 
recital of any thing elfe he could have 
faid in-his Honour. He would not have 
fuffcr’d any particular Difeafe, the King 
had the original and fupernatural Gift of 
curing, to have been barely mention’‘d 
with others, without fome very effectual 
es Mark 
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Mark to diftinguifh ic. Bue that which 
feems to fhake the Credit of Malmsbury’s 
whole Relation of the Miracles of this 
King, is the Silence of Lugulphus in this 
Affair; for this Hiftorian. was not only 
living in this King’s Reign, but knew 
him perfonally; He gives him a very 
great Character, recites his Benefactions 
to the Abbey to which he belong’d, calls 
him a very pious and vertuous Prince, 
and wrote not many Years after his 
Death ; but makes’ no mention of any 
Miracles perform’d by him, nor of his 
having a Power of curing any particular 
Difeafe: Which makes it highly probable, 
thefe Relations had not their rife fo early 
as his Time ; or otherwife ic can never 
be fuppofed that an Author, chat was 
interefted in his Favour, fhou’d pafs o- 
ver fuch a remarkable. Circumftance with- 
out any Notice. Nor does Marianus 
Scotus or Florence of Worcefter, two Hi- 
ftorians that liv’d nearer this Prince’s 
Time than Malmsbury, fay one Word. a- 
bout his miraculous Cures; which might 
tempt fome Perfons to lay a grofs Impu- 
tation on the laft Author’s Sincerity. I 
have been very unwilling to fuffer any 
thing to efcape me, that might probably 
give me any light into this Matter; for 
Which Reafon, I haveconfulted the Ait 
fe) 
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C14 ) 
of Pope Alexander the Third, * by. which 
this King was canonized about Two 
Hundred Years after his Death, as'a 
very likely Method. of difcovering the 
Truth of this Méraculous Gift, fecing 
the Vertues and extraordinary Abilities 
of thofe Perfons fo fainted, are therein 
ufually exprefs'd; buc here is no menti- 
on made iof any peculiar Privilege he 
enjoy d of curing any particular Difeafe, 
nor any thing like it; which makes it 
very evident, that in that Age they 
were Strangers to any fuch Report, and 
is, as I take it, a convincing Proof ofthe 
Error thofe Authors have committed, who 
have afcrib’d any fuch Power to this 
King. . But fince it may be objected, 
that the Authorities I have quoted not 
being written by thofe Authors, who 
defign’d to give us a compleat Hiftory 
of the Actions and Affairs of this King, 
it ought not to be expected, that every 
memorable Incident of his Reign fhould 
be taken Notice of by them, I fhall there- 
fore refer my {elf for farther Satisfa@ion 
therein to Halred Abbot of Rievaulx in 
Tork/aire, who flourith’d about the Year 
1164. for this Author has written one 
whole Book of the Life and Miracles of 
this King ; and ic cannot but with the 


* See Collefion of Records, Numbh. 1. 
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C15) 
greateft Reafon be expected, that if any 
Author before his Time had mention’d 
this King’s having a peculiar Power of 
curing any particular “Difeafe, or that he 
had ever heard of it, even by a traditi- 
onal Report, he would not have fail’d to 
have made mention of ic in fuch an Un- 
dertaking. But onthecontrary, he has on- 
ly tranfcrib’d the Accounts which Afalms- 
bury had before given us with fome Va- 
riation, and multiplied his miraculous 
Cures of Blind Men, both in his Life, 
and after his Death at his Tomb, and 
of Perfons cured of gues and other 
Diftempers, by praying there: But he 
fays not one Word of his having a 
Power of curing theScrophula, or anyother 
particular Difeafe ; which he can never 
be fuppofed to have omitted the mention 
of, in the Life of a Prince to whom he 
defigned to do the utmoft Honour. 

So that hitherto there feems to be an 
univerfal Defect in Authorities, to jufti- 
fy any fuch Suppofition; feeing thofe 
Authors from whom one might have 
reafonably expected an Account of this 
Affair, are fo far from giving us any 
Affurances of the Certainty of it, thac 
it's evident they were not only Strangers 
tothe faci zt elf, buclikewife tothe very 
Report of #. And yet in the Profecu- 
tion 
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tion of this Enquiry we fhall find, that 
| in After-Ages a voluntary, or at leaf 
| tmprudent, Mifreprefentation of one of 
thofe fictitious Miracles mentioned by 
Malmsbury, became the original Source 
from whence this generally received O- 
pinion fprung. 

Wo thofe Perfons were that firft in- 
terefted themfelves in this Matter, fo as 
to engage the People to believe the Cer- 
tainty of this Supernatural Power, may 
be readily conjetured, if we do but 
confider, that the Clergy were the Perfons 
in that Reign’ whom the King ftudied 
principally to oblige ; fo that the many 
ana extraordinary Things exprefsly re- 
lated or intimated to be done by him, 
mutt be look’d upon to be but as fo many 
neceflary and becoming Returns for the 
fignal Favours they had before recéived. 
Thus for inftance, Petrus Blefenfis, at 
that Time Arch-Deacon of Bath, who 
from his condoling the Death of J homas, 
Archbifhop of Canterbury, and fome 
other Circumftances, tay be {uppofed 
to have written his Epiftles about the 
Year 1180, writing ro the Clergy of the 
King’s Court, and building in all proba- 
bility on that Relation ih Malmsbury 
of the Swellings on the Woman's Face, 
Which bore fome external Refemblance 
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to the Scrophulous Tumors, tells them, our 
Kgs have a Power of curing ‘the Sero- 
phula; which, by the way, there would 
have been no Neceflity for him to have 
mentioned, if it had been ever practifed, 
becaufe they muft have been much bet- 
ter acquainted with it, who refided upon 
the Spot, than he who lived at fuch a 
diftance from Court. However, this 
being delivered by a Perfon of a diftin- 
guifhed Character in the Church, in pro- 
cefs of Time it gained fo much Credir, 
that at length it was moft certainly put 
in Practice ; for in the Computus Hofpiti 
of Edward the Firft, preferved among 
the Records in the Tower, I have fre- 
quently feen it mentioned, with the {mall 
Sum of Money the King gave his Pa- 
tients at their Departure. From hence 
we may readily fee what unwarrantable 
and falfe Foundations thofe Princes have 
built upon, ‘to fupport the Authority of 
engaging in fuch'a Method; which, tho’ 
they have had no juftifiable Right ro, 
fome of them have been * fo fond of em- 
bracing. One might in this Cafe haye 
reafonably expected that King 
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the Fir/t,in or about whofe Reign it feems 
originally to have been brough: in ufe, 
fhould have had, if he was really the firft 
that .practifed it, the moft certain and 
infallible Afflurances, that fuch a divine 
Gift had been affixed on one of his 
Predeceflors, who had a Power of tranf- 
mitting it downto him, before ever he 
fhould have engaged in a Matter of fuch 
a Nature; and have had much better 
Authority for the putting it in practife 
than the bare Intimation of fucha Thing, 
deduced originally from a forged Miracle; 
which, provided it had been true,as there 
is no Reafon in the World to believe it, 
has no Manner of Relation to the au- 
thorizing any fuch Practice or Concern- 
ment about any fuch Difeafe as is at 
this. Time called the King’s Evil. Bol- 
landus, the Jefuit, has given us three 
very good Rules, whereby we ought to 
judge of Hiftory in general, but with a 
more particular Regard to the Credit of. 
fuch as have written the Lives and Mi- 
racles of Saints and Martyrs. 

Tue firft Degree of Credit, fays he, 
is due to fuch as wrote the Lives of 
Men they knew, and faw, and lived 
withal. 

LH: fecond Degree of Credit, is 
due to fuch Authors as wrote not what 


they 
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they faw themfelves, but what they re- 
ceived from fuch as were Eye-witnefles. 

Tue third Degree of Credit, is due 
to fuch as wrote what thofe People 
told them, who faid they had it from 
fuch as were Eye-witnefles. 

Burt our Author, who gives us the 
firft Intimation of any of our Kings 
being invefted with fuch a divine Gift, 
is quite out of the Rules laid down by 
that learned Father ; he wrote not with- 
in 100 Years of the Death of Edward 
the Confeffor ; nor does he cite any Au- 
thority before his Time, to juftify fuch 
a Suppofition. So that from hence we 
are naturally led to obferve, that al- 
though neither Ingulphus, who was Co- 
temporary with this Azug, thofe thar 
lived foon after his Time, the Bai 
whereby he was Canonized, nor the 4u- 
thor who made it his particular Bufinefs 
to write his Life and Mrracles, ever 
heard of any fuch Power the King en- 
joyed, that later Writers have afcribed 
to him; yet fo incurious was that Age to 
defire to have any infallible Affurances of 
the Certainty of what was delivered, 
that, provided it came from an Authotri- 
ty they in fome Meaiure dar’d not con- 
teft, they fuffered themfelves to be im- 
pofed upon after the groffeft manner ima- 
sinable. C2 Bur, 
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But, as have before exprefled my 
Intentions to examine this Matter z#- 
partially, L ought by no means to endea- 
vour to fupprefs any Authority, if any 
fuch is to be met with, that might con- 
firm the Certainty of this extraordinary 
Gift, or contribute to fupport the Credit 
of it. This obliges me to take notice 
of a Paflage in Dr. Plott’s Natural Hi- 
Story of Oxford-fbire s which, if upon 
Examination it appears to be true, will 
do more to confirm the Truth of what 
{ have been {peaking of, than any thing 
elfe that is to be met with in Hiftory. 
This Author tells.us of a Piece of Gold, 
of King Edward the Confeffor, found in 
St. Giles’s Fields, in the Suburbs: of 
Oxo, having E.C. the initial Letters of 
his Name, over the hinder Part of the 
Head, and Two fmall Holes through ic, 
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as if defiga'd to be be hung ona Ribbon 
usd by him in Touching for the Evil: 
And after him Mr. Walker takes notice 
of the fame Thing, ina Diffétration of 
his, publifh’d in the lat Edition of 
Cambden's Britannia. This, I muft ac- 
Knowledge, does at firtt view carry fuch 
an appearance of Truth, that to a Per- 
{on -not refolv'd to examine into Things 
with the ftri@ett Scrutiny, might incline 
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pear fo plaufible, and not inthe leaft fu- 
{pect the Validity of fuch Authorities, 
But then, when we come to confider thar 
none of thefe Pieces are to be met 
with in the Cabinets of the Curious, 
whom it is impoffible they fhould efcape 
if they were in being, feeing there are 
many who have preferv’d Pieces of the 
fame Age in theic Colle@tions, and 
fome of a much more ancient Date like- 
wife; this, I fay, muft render the Credit 
of the Relation very fufpicious: But that 
which is fufficient entirely to overthrow 
it, is what is taken Notice of by Sir 
Andrew Fountain, in his Numifmata An- 
&lo Saxonica ¢» Anglo Danica, where he 
has made it very evident, in his Remarks 
on what Dr. Plott, and from him Mr. 
Walker have faid in relation to that Piece 
of Gold, that that Age furnifh’'d us with 
no Gold Coms of any fort; and moft 
certain it is, as has been obferv’d by 
Mr. Cambden in his Remains, and by 
Mr. Thoreshy in his Antiquities of Leeds, 
who likewife fpeaks of this Com or 
Medal, that nothing of chat Mecal, un- 
der any fuch Form, appear’d among us, 
till the Reign of Edward the 3a, which 
was about 300 Years after the ‘Death of 
Edward the Confeffor. Befides this, it 
evidently appears, this Piece of Gold 
eing 
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being impreffed only on one Side, as 
well as by the Reprefentation of the 
Imprefs, which feems to be intended 
for the Virgin Mary Veiled, that it was 
orginally defigned for, and made ufe 
of, as an Amulet: a Thing commonly - 
practifed in thofe early Times, as well as 
in After-Ages. 

As to the initial Letters on it, they are, 
as Well as the Piece it felf, no more than 
zmaginary ; for real they could not be, 
fince it does not appear he had ever the 
Title of Confefor given him in his Life- 
Time. Thus it plainly appears, not- 
withftanding the Pofitivenefs of the Ex- 
preffions in which the relation is laid 
down, it is fo far from proving what that 
excellent Naturalift Dr. Plott would de- 
fign by it; that I with I could fay it had 
not rather contributed to render him li- 
able to the Cenfures of thofe Gentle- 
men, whofe indefatigable Application to 
thefe Affairs has furnifh’d them with 
greater Knowledge in that Way, than 
the Courfe of his Studies naturally led 
him to. 

Tuus haying finifed my Enquiries 
in relation to the Antiquity of Te ouching 
for the Cure of the King's Evil ; and prov- 
ed from thofe Hiftorians to whom the 
Truth was moft likehy to be known, thar 
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it is of a much more modern Date than 
fome of our later Writers have fixed as 
its Original ; I fhall proceed to the fecond 
Particular, under which I fhall examine 
whether this Method of Curing ought 
to be efteem’d a fupernatural Gift? But 
fince, as L have before obferv’d, it can 
never be made appear that King Edward 
the Confeffor ever cured any Perfon of 
the Evi/, and forafmuch as Hiftory is 
abfolutely filent as to the firft of our 
Kings that engag’d in this Method, it 
will be impoffible for the Patrons of this 
Opinion to prove to whom this Power 
was firft given; and yet one might rea- 
fonably imagine, if any fuch fupernatu- 
ral Gift was ever enjoy d, that the King 
who firft exercis'd fo divine a Privilege, 
fhould not have wanted an Hiftorian to 
have recorded a Thing of fo extraordi- 
nary a Nature. Befides this, I believe 
our Divines would find it a difficule 
Task to reconcile it with the Decrees of 
the Divine Wifdom, to give to one Per- 
fon fuch a Power, to be handed down to 
his Succeffors, and to be exercis'd by them, 
when it might happen (as Hiftory has 
inform’d us it has) that no Part of the 
Conduct of the Lives of fome of them 
might be thought fufficient to recommend 
them to the Privilege of doing any thing 
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Supernatural. So that in reality, as it 
does not appear who was the firft Perfon 
that did poflefs this Gift, neither does 
it appear there was any fuch fupernatu- 
ral Power given. Foralthough I do not 
go about to deny that Cures have been 
fometimes effected by the King’s Touch, 
yet it will be perhaps impoffible for any 
Body to prove them fupernatural, or mi- 
raculous; forafmuch as a true Miracle is 
prefently and compleatly effe@ed: but 
in thefe the Cure is always advane'd by 
Degrees, and requires a confiderable 
Time to be compleated in. Befides this, 
if the Efficacy of the Touch confifted 
in a fupernatural Power, all Perfons 
would receive the Benefit of fo extraor- 
dinary a Gift, and we fhould not have 
had fo many Inftances of the Failure of 
its Succefs. It may, upon this Occafj- 
on, be very well worthwhile to ob- 
ferve, that the Inftances of our Saviour’s 
miraculous Cures, recorded in the facred 
Oracles, were of the moft extraordinary 
Difeafes ; infomuch that fome Phyfici- 
ans have affirm’d them to be incurable 
by the ordinary Methods of Phyfick and 
Chyrurgery, But where any Cures have 
fucceeded upon Touching, thofe Difeafes 
have had their Effence either in the Blood 
or other Juices, and fo might be cured 
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bywhatever was capable ofexciting a brisk 
Motion of the Spirits and Fluids of the Bo- 
dy, as] fhall explain more fully hereafter. 

To this I may add, that if this be a 
fupernatural Gift, ic muft certainly be 
ordain’d for fome very good Ends, ei- 
ther probably to exalt the Honour and 
Dignity of the King, or for the Ufe and 
Service of the People upon whom itis ex- 
ercisd: But then this would have been 
confind to the Power of the King only 
to effect, which we find it has not by 
many Inftances; nor does it appear to 
have been of any particular Ufe to the 
Subject, becaufe more People have died 
of this Difeafe in thofe Reigns when 
our Kings did ‘touch, than when they 
did not, as appears by the yearly Bills 
of Mortality: forwhen our Kings did 
not touch, the People fought out for early 
Helps for their Maladies, whereby great 
Numbers wete cured; whereas when our 
Kings didtouch, they depended fo much 
upon its Efficacy, that they neglected all 
other Means till their Cafes became, 
generally fpeaking, incurable; which 
might naturally lead fome Perfons to 
doubt, whether it be ftriétly juftifiable 
to exercife fuch a Method, which is fo far 
from being ufcful or ferviceable to the Peo- 
ple,chat ithas been proved to be evidently 
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pernicious and deftructzve. Buc fome Perfons 
there have been, who, fufpecting theTruth 
of its being a fupernacural Gift, and that it 
ought not to lay a Claim to any fuch 
Charadter, have had recourfe to other 
Caufes, which they have thought fufh- 
cient to produce fuch an Effect. 

TH us, according to the Third Head, 
I have laid down, fome have placd the 
Efficacy of the Touch, in the Hereditary 
Right of Suecefion; bur this has. been 
feveral times interrupted, within thefe 
oo Years: yet it does not appear by 
thofe Kings that touch’d, that one was 
more fuccefsful than the other; and per- 
haps it may not be unworthy our Ob- 
fervation, that Henry 7. who my Lord 
Bacon takes Notice was a great. Ob- 
ferver of religious Forms, feems to have 
been the firft of our Kings that eftablith’d 
fuch a particular Form of Ceremonies, 
as have been lately ufed ; yet every Body 
Knows, to mention no more Inftances, 
that he was far enough from having an 
flereditary Right. Others there have been 
that have confin'd this Gift to the Profef- 
fion of the Romifb Faith; but this is rea- 
dily contradicted,by inftancing the contra- 
ry in feveral of ourKings, who have fome- 
times as fuccefsfully cured for the fame 
Reafon fince the Reformation as before. 
Some 
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Some have been of Opinion, the Succefs 
was principally owing to the Sign of the 
Crofs, which was anciently made on the 
Swellings: Thus, for inftance, Richard 
Smith, Titular Bifhop of Calcedon, fays, 
that Queen Elizabeth did not perform 
the Cure by her own Virtue, but by 
the Virtue of the Sign of the Crofs ; yee 
all her Succeffors difcontinu’d it, till the 
Reign of King James the 1d, when it was 
again reviv'd and practifed by him: yee 
it has neyer been thought, the Succefs 
has been ever the lefs,. for the Difufe of 
it. Some have thought, the greateft part 
of the Efficacy confifted in the Ceremonies 
in general; but thefe Ican prove have 
receivd very effential Alrcrations with- 
in little more than 200 Years, and fo: 
have not been the fame in different 
Reigns, which will effeGtually overthrow 
that Opinion. And laftly, there have 
not been wanting a great Number of 
Perfons, who have believ'd that the Go/d 
given atthe Time of Touching, was more 
efficacious than any other of the fucceda- 
neous Felps, and lefs liableto exception ; 
but in the Troubles of King Charles the 
tft, he had not always Gold to beftow, 
for which Reafon, fays Mr. Serjeant Wife- 
man, he fubftituted Silver im its lieu, and 
often touch’d without giving any Thine. 
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{tr will evidently appear then, fromall 
thefe Particulars which Thave enume- 
rated, as the Hereditary Right, the 
Ceremonies, the Gold, é&c. which have 
been look’d upon as wholly capable, or 
at leaft fubfervient to the great End of 
Curing ; that there is not one of them, 
bur has infupportable ObjeGions againft 
it: fo that when this Method of Curing 
has fucceeded, it muft be owing to a 
quite different Caufe than any of thofe a- - 
bove-mentiond; and to different Prin- 
ciples it muft be, we muft account for 
fuch Alterations as are fometimes brought 
about by this Method. Not one of the 
before -mention’d foreign and external 
imaginary Helps, do we find to be fuffi- 
cient to produce fuch remarkable Effects, 
as fomctimes enfue upon this Method of 
Cure; fo thatconformable to the 

FourTH and laft Head, it muft neceflari- 
ly be fome znternal Power or Agent, thatis 
capable of producing fuch furprizing Al- 
terations as we fometimes obferve. . But 
at the fame time, it is abfolutely necef- 
fary that this internal Principle fhould be 
fet at Work by fome proper Means, 
that are capable of acting upon it, or 
Such defirable Ends cannot be effected by 
it. ‘That the Paffions of the Mind have 
avery great Power of producing Altera- 
tions 
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tions in the Body, and that according 
to the different Determinations of the 
Blood and Spirits co particular Parts, 
they have either caufed or cured Difea- 
fes, we need go'no further for Proof than 
to Fienus’s excellent Treatife De Viribus 
Imaginationis, where he gives us feveral 
very confirming Evidences of it. So that 
we fce the Power of Imagination is ca- 
pable of caufing, as well as curing Dif- 
eafes, either by proper and agreable De- 
terminations of the Blood and Spirits, 
whereby the obftructed Canals may be 
opend, and the Juices refume their 
natural Courfeés, or by detaching a greater 
Quantity of Fluids to a found Part, 
whereby Nature may become opprefs‘d, 
and the Tone of the folid Parts receive 
a preternatural Diftention ; of which I 
know’ a very remarkable Inftance. In 
thofe Perfons who are affected with 
Scrophulous Difeafes, we obferve the Blood 
to be impoverifh’d, and to have a very 
languid Motion ; the Chyle is thrown 
into-it in a very difpirited State, the 
morbifick Particles are long a forming, 
and ftrongly combin’d with the Principles 
of the Blood, and there is {carce Power 
enough in that Fluid to mafter them, and 
apply them to their proper Ufes ; but 
when the Spirits are reufed by a sea 
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and eager Imagination, ir will excire a 
brisk Agitation ia the Principles of the 
Blood, quicken its Circulation, and by 
attenuating the crude and indigefted 
Particles, difpofe them to be thrown off 
by the proper Secretory Organs. Can 
it otherwife be fuppofed, than thac 
when a poor and miferable Creature, pre- 
poflefsd with the moft eager Thoughts 
of Relief, fhall fee the Royal Majefty 
condefcend to apply his Hands for the 
Cure of the Sores and Swellings he is 
difeas'd with, but that it muft procure a 
frefh Turn to the Blood and Spirits, give 
the effere and languid Nerves freth 
Vigour, excite the inteftine Agitation of 
the Particles of the Blood, and pro- 
duce an agreable Alteration inthe whole 
Conftitution ?. That great Numbers. of 
Perfons have been cured by the fame 
Means, nay even unaffifted by the So- 
lemnity of the Ceremonies, and by thofe 
who have had nothing of Royal Digni- 
ty to plead in their behalf, is evident 
from the furprizing Effects of the Touch- 
ing of Valentine Greatracks, Eg; of 
Affane in the County of Waterford, in the 
Reign of King. Charles the:2d. This 
Gentleman, a Member of the Church of 
Fingland, of great Honefty and exempla- 
ry Sobriety; and who always refus’d 
: | any 
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-any Gratuity for his Performances, cured 
a prodigious Number of Perfons of the 
King’s Evil, and other Diftempers, in 
London, and elfewhere, by the ftroaking 
with his Hands, as is beyond Contra- 
diction teftified by the Honourable Mr. 
Boyle, and other Eye-Witnefles of high 
Diftin@ion in Church and State, as may 
be feen at large in Mr. Greatrack’s Letter 
addrefsd to Mr. Boyle, and even where 
King Charles the 2d himfelf had fail‘d, 
as appears by the Philofophical Tranf- 
actions, N°. 256. But befides this Gen- 
tleman, I could * mention feveral others 
taken Notice of tn Hiftory, of whofe Suc- 
cefs fometimes in the fame way, there 
is no doubt to be made; among others, 
the Duke of Monmouth is faid to have 
had Succefs this way, as Harris's Prote- 
ftant Intelligencer, a Paper publifhed atc 
that Time, affures us. But in all che Cafes 
where this Method has fucceeded, we are 
to obferve that the Difeafes were owing 
to an Indifpofition of the Fluds; for 
where the Sods have to any confidera- 
ble Degree fuffer'd a Diforder, neither 
the Royal Touch nor any other has been 
obferv’d to be of any Efficacy ; which 
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i fhews, -ic is the Power of Imagi- 
nation that can, without any other Af 
fiftance, bring about fuch defireable 
| Effeéts, by operating on the Blood and 
Spirits after fuch a manner as is before 
expreffed. I need not go further for a 
Proof: of. this, than to the Obfervation 
of every experiencd Phyfician and 
Surgeon; and although Mr. Serjeant 
Wifeman, whofe Intereft it was to fpeak 
much of the Efficacy of theRoyal Touch, 
has pleaded fo earneftly in its behalf; 
yet it feems very plain, if the Cure 
was to be attain’d at fo eafy a Rate, we 
fhould not have had fuch Numbers ap- | 
plyd to him for Chyrurgical Helps, 
and have undergone the painful Methods 
of Cure by Canfticks, Incifions, and 
Cauteries, as is at large fet forth in his 
hyturgical Obfervations on this Sub- 
Gk : 
THERE remains yet one. Objection 
to be anfwer'd, in relation to the Cure 
of this Difeafe by the Power of Imagi- 
nation; and that is, that Chi/dren have 
been cured by the Touch, in whom fuch 
an Imagination could not be fuppos’d 
to be ferviceable. This has been moft 
particularly infifted upon by Dr. Heylin, 
who fays, he has feen great Numbers of 
them healed: Bur this he afferts at a 
Time 
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Time when he was engag’d in a Contro- 
verfy with Dr. Fuller, upon this and 
fome other Affairs, and to confront his 
Antagonift, who féems to rely much on 
the Power of Imagination. But all that 
Itake the Dodtor to mean in this Cafe 
is, that he has feen them Touchd; tor 
when he fpeaks of fuch Numbers, no 
Body can fuppofe that he gave himfelt 
the Trouble of going fo many Miles and 
fo many different Ways, as he muft pro- 
bably have done, to enquire into the E- 
vent. And what inclines me the more to 
believe, that by ic we are to underftand 
no more than Touching, is becaufe I have 
often met with the bate Touching to be 
call'd Curing or Healing. Thus for In- 
ftance, when the King at that Time 
defign’d to Touch, it was given out that 
at fuch a Time there would be a Heal- 
ing; and Dr. Fuller fays, 1 have feen the 
King folemnly Hea/, in the Choir, of 
the Cathedral of Salisbury: by which it 
is impoflible he fhould mean any more 
than Touching. And thus fays Dr. Carr 
in his Medicinal Epiftles: King Charles 
the 2d, in fuch a certain fpace of Time, 
healed 92107, which is the exact Num- — 
ber of Perfons he Touch'd in thofe Years, 
as appears by the Regifter, prefervd by 
the Keeper of his Majefty’s Clofet be- 
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longing to his Royal Chappel, for I know 
from whence he took the , Account. 
Thus it evidently appears, that the Words 
Touching or Healing were at that Time 
fynonimous Terms, and where then cuf 
tomarily ufed to fignify the fameThing ; 
and indeed it appears fomewhat firange, 
that while this Matter was in Difpute, 
and the curing of Children alledged as 
an Argument againft the Power of Ima- 
gination, no Body fhould, upon. their 
own Knowledge, give us one particular 
Inftance of its Succefs on fuch Subjects ; 
when. Mr. Wifeman, and others, had. fo 
much Opportunity of collecting fuch In- 
ftances, if they had been to be met 
With. 

Ir remains then for me to prove, that 
fince it cannot be made appear, there 
was ever any /upernatural Power given 
to any of our Azzgs to cure this Difeafe; 
that it was taken up and. put into prac- 
tice without any Authority to juftify 
fuch an Undertaking ; and that there are 
infuperable Objections againft every.one 
of thofe fuppofed fubfervient Helps; in 
order to the Succefs of the Touching ; 
that when it has fucceeded, it mutt cer- 
tainly be owing to the Power of Ima- 
Lination ; and that I fay fomething fur- 
ther in relation to it’s Efficacy, in pro- 
ducing 
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ducing fuch Alterations in the Animal 
Body. I have before referr’d the Reader 
to an unqueftionable Authority for feve- 
ral Inftancesof its being capable of caz- 
fing, as well as curing “Difeafes; and if 
in other Cafes, where the Effence of the 
Difeafe was feated in the Fluids,. it has 
by its Operation. on the Blood and 
Spirits; produced fuch Alterations ag 
have been fucceeded by a perfea Cure ; 
why may we not with the fame Reafon, 
fuppofe it capable: of producing the 
fame Effe@, when the Juices of the Body 
have been only contaminated, as they 
always are at firft in this Difeafe of the 
King’s Fivil ? 
Nay, one might with more Reafon 
. expect that it fhould be more ferviceableé 
in this Difeafe than any other, feeing it 
has beencuftomary to make ufe of fuch 
a Method in order to its Cure, as could 
not but mevitably roufe the Lmagination 
and fet ic at work, while it was conti2 
nually employ’d about the Thoughts of 
a Cure, it firft puth’d the Perfon on fo ea- 
gerly to folicite. Thefe defireable Effects 
that are the Confequents of the Powet 
of the Imagination, feem likewife in 
fome Meafure to be owing to the Animal 
Spirits; for they being detachd to the 
Heart, may put it intofuch a Difpofition, 
| Ei2 as 
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as may produce a notable Alteration in 
the Motion of the Blood, and its Paflagé 
through the Heart, in Point of Quantity; 
Celerity, or both; and from this Brisk- 
nefs and Life which is given te the Blood 
and Spirits, fuch an agreeable Alteration 
as we fometimes obferve, muft neceffat 
tily be brought about... On the contra- 
ty, when the fame Means are made ufé 
of to a Perfon,: who entertains but a 
fufpicious or doubtful Opinion: of the 
Event, or who: has but a flender Belief of 
its Efficacy, and whofe Imagination’ is 
never warm’d with the Thoughts of Suc- 
cefs, that Perfon will never receive any 
Benefit by the ufe of fuch Means. 
‘But: the Operation of: the Spi- 
rits on Matter not being diftin@ly and. 
adequately comprehenfible by ‘us, the 
Difficuley: of reafoning -about fo un- 
cultivated -a Subject, may excufe me 
from faying more about it, than that in 
thofe Perfons who have a ftrong Belief 
of its Efficacy, fuch ‘a continual Bent 
and ‘Tendency of the Mind to the fame 
Thing, may shave a far-greater Effed, 
than it could poffibly produce by a bare 
Propagation of it felf; for ic may fo de- 
termine the Motion of the Spzrits, and 
other active Parts of the Body, as to 
make Multitudes of them act, as if they 
Bee ese ga 8 9 aoe Ge lone . cone 











confpir'd to perform the fame. Thing: 
For an Animal Body is not a meer Aggre- 
gate of Fle/b, Bones, Blood-Veffels, &ec. 
but..an exquifitely contriv’d and ver 
fenfible Machine, whofe Parts are eafily 
fet at work, ‘by proper tho’ very. minute 
Agents, which may by their AGion upon 
one another, perform far greater Things 
than could be expected’ from. the bare 
Energy of the Principles that firft ‘put 
them in Motion. ASEVE 6" 
~MoostT certain. it is, inthe Difeafe I 
am {peaking of, the Blood abounds with 
a vifcous Juice and moves flowly, it wants 
that brisk inteftine Agitation of its Par- 
ticles that it ought to have, as a warm 
Fluid, and fuch as it enjoys ina found 
and hale Conftitution, from whence ob- 
fiructions in the Glands and other Evils 
are wont to arife. But when the Ima- 
gination becomes fir'd with the Hopes of 
a fucceeding Cure, the whole Mafs of 
Blood becomes, as it were, irradiated by 
the Spirits contain’d in it; by which 
means thofe Corpufcles that make that 
Fluid vifcous, or roapy, or difpirited, 
become eafily difengag’d from the other 
Principles it was before blended with; 
andthe whole Mafs being pur into a 
more brisk and kindly Agitation, may 
force open the obftructed Canals, help it 
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to. throw. off the Heterogeneous Particles, 
and. difpofe it to permeate as freely-as it 
ought, thofe.Veffels that conftitute the 
Glands, which would fearcely before, or 
buc very fparingly admicof it. 5 

F'.0 mw hence it»will, I chink; plainly 
appear, that seer Matter fo difpofed, and 
in. fuch .Circumftances as:I -have before 
mentiond, will do all that-Philofophers 
arewont to afcribe on fiich Occafions to 

Nature, without any Knowledge of what 
it does, or acting otherwife than accord- 
ing, to the» Catholic Laws of Motion: 
And. that the Cure of this Difeafe I have 
been {peaking of, which from the Method 
which has-been frequently us‘d, has been 
look'd upon tobe no lefs than Mitacns - 
lous, may fince it takes up a confidera- 

ble Time'to be effected in, be sometimes 

very fuccefsfully -brought about by the 
meer Mechanical Powers of Matter and 

Motion. ; 


Tam, STR, 
With the greateft Re[pecé, 


Tour moft humble Servant, 


Loudon, 
Afay 15, 1721. 


Will, Beckett, 
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Sir Hans Srioanes, Bart 
Prefident of the College of 


PHYSICIANS, We. 

SIR, 
(Oeesey) HILE J was drawing up the 
Gi wi foregoing Papers, J] was not 
Ley only fufficiently appriz'd that 
swesee when any Perfons reccived Be. 
nefit by the Royal Touch, it was without 
Difficulty reducible to the Power of the 
Imagination; but at the fame Time, 
multitudes of Inftances readily occurred 
to my Mind of other Difeafes,. which 
have been likewife fometimes cured by 
the fame Means. Such I take to be all 
thofe that have been removed by Charms, 
Relicks, and fach other Affairs, much in 
Ufe in former Ages, which have no Tn; 
herent Virtue within themfelves, but 
eperate only on the Fancy; for in the 
Times of Ignorance and Superftition, 
People were fond of embracing fuch My- 

. fk ip yo 












ALCrious 











ciel 
(42, 
fterious Things, and were’ learnt to rel 
entirely on their Efficacy. . Of the’ @- 
peration of thefe, without the. Affiftance 
of the Imagination, no one can frame 
fuch a tolerable Idea, as fhall be worthy 
a rational Enquirer and Lover of Truth 
to: acquiefce in; but others. theré are; 
that the Mind finds it felf ope to 
allow, when it is converfant about them, 
becaufe they have beep fo often con- 
firmed by Experience. Of this latter. 
fort, I tie to be fome particular Amu- 
lets and Periapts ; the Ufe of which has 
been fo RFONE IY contefted’ for by fome 
Gentlemen, who account for the manner 
of their Operation from the Principles of 
the Corpufcular Philofophy. »Thefe in- 
are, if they confift of Subftances’ that 
ure. capable’ of powerfully. emitting 
has Effluvia, may operate on a Sub- 
tance fo permeable as that of a Hu- 
mane Body, and produce very notable 
Alterations in’ it; tho’ fome of thefe 
there are that have been ufed for the 
Cure of Difeafes, which. have been fo 
compact and clofe in their own Nature, 
that when an ‘actual Heat -has been €x- 
cite a in them by rubbing, have not been 
ob! rved to emit their. Effluvia in any 
sae de erable Quantisy, 
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Cx 9 
OF the Operation, of thefe we may 
perhaps have fome indiftint Apprehen- 
fions, which may.in fome fort make us 
underftand our felves and one another 
when we {peak of them; tho’ when we 
confider juftly what we fay, we may 
find that our Words are not accompanied 
with clear, difltinct and fymetrical Con- 
ceptions of thofe abftrufe Affairs we 
{peak of. 

Bur the making ufe of Charms for 
the Cure of Difeafes, is the Subje@ Inow 
defign principally to treat of; foraf- 
much as it-has been an. ancient Practice 
among us, and being at this Time in a 
manner entirely laid afide and forgot, 
fomewhat of the. Hiftoty of fucli Prac- 
tices may not only be entertaining, but 
ufeful, by difcovering the Improvements 
the Science of Phyfick has received, fince 
the entire Abolition of Monkery in this 
Kingdom. There was fearce a Difeafe 
that che Humane Body is liable to, but 
the Rowmifo Church had cither a Saint, 


a Charm, a Relick or a * Blefling to en- 


counter with and fubdue it; they had 
Charms for the Head-ach, the ‘Tooth- 
ach, the Falling Sicknefs, for fore Eyes, 
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See Collection of Records, Numb. IV. 
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for the Chin-Cough, and innumerable 
others; and they tell you, if you read 
a Charm in the Romifs Church on St. 
Blazes Day, and called upon God and 
remembred St. Blaze, it would be attend- 
ed with fome very extraordinary and 
furprifing Effe@s. Nay, they had likewife 
Bleflings + for particular Subftances to 
Cure ‘Difeafes, as well as Bleffings for 
the Cure of particular Difeafes them- 
felves. And they inform us, that many 
of their particular Swénts had°a’ pecu- 
liar Privilege of curing fome forts “of 
Diteafes, if Prayets were directed to’’em 
under the Patients refpective Exigencies. 
Thus St. Margaret was to be prayed to 
for Children, St. Rochus againft the 
Plague, St. Petronilla againft the Tooth- 
ach, and others againft other Difeafes. 
They had likewife feveral fuperftitious 
Opinions of =the Phyfical Helps they 
were to receive from particular Relicks. 
Thus the Belt of St. Guthlack, and the 
Felt of St. Thomas of Lancafter, were ac- 
counted fovereign Remedies for the 
Head-ach ; the Penknife and Boots of 
“rchbifoop Beckett, and.a Piece of his 
Shirt, were in high Efteem by Women 





F See Collettion of Records, Numb. V. ; 
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with Child; and the Coals that roafted 
St. Laurence, and the Paring of St. 
Edmunds Nails, were held in fuperfti- 
tious Regard: and Richard Conway tells 
us, the Girdle of Campion the Jefuit, 
who was executed at Tydurn for Treafon 
in the Reign of Q. Elizabeth, wrought 
divers miraculous Cures. All which, I 
am perfwaded, would with as much 
Difficulty be credited byus in this Age, 
as that ridiculous Antidote mentioned 
by Prerius in his Hieroglyphicks againft 
the Sting of a Scorpion ; which is, for 
~ the Patient to fit on an Afs with his 
Face to the Tail; for by this Means the 
Pain was to be tranfmitted from the Man 
to the Beaft: Or, that the fourth Book 
of omer's Ihads fhould be laid under 
the Patient’s Head, to cure a Quartane 
Ague; which Sammonicus, a Poetical 
Phyfician, recommends in thefe Words, 
Maonie Mliados quartum fippone  tre- 
ment2. 

Bu T befides thefe before-mentioned 
Methods of Curing, there were ftill {e- 
veral others to preferve them from Bodi-« 
ly Dangers, as wellas the curing Difeafes ; 
thefe ufed to be fufpended about the 
Necks of thofe Perfons who expected 
Service from them, and were looked up- 
onto be a fort of Holy Amulets ; ma- 
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ny of thefe I have met with, which con- 
fifted of fome Text of Scripture, as the 
Beginning: of the Gofpel of St. Zohn, 
oc. Thete pious Sentencesthey imagined 
carried -with them fuch.a fecret Power 
and Energy,.,that they were not only, Se- 
curitics, again{tCafualties:.chat might hap- 
pen tothem; but that Difeafes could. nor 
with{tand their Force,, but were by thar 
Means entirely fubdued. and overcome. 
Thus fays our Countryman, the Learned 
Cambden, in his Remains, the Rofe Ne 
bles of Edward the Third, which had on 
one fide the King’s Image in a.Ship, had 
on. the Reverfe this-religious Infcription; 
Fefus-autem tranfiens, per medium corum 
tbat ; Which they carry’d»about- them ag 
an dmulet, to perferve.them from Dan- - 
gers in Battie.. And thus the pious 
Sentence on ,the Reverfe of the Pieces 
of Gold, fifpended about the Patients 
Neck at the Time of .Touchimg, was-with- 
out doubt originally looked upon to have 
as great an Efficacy againft the Patients 
Difeafe, as. other 4mulets of the fame 
Nature in other Cafes. 7 : 

As a farther-Confirmation that thi¢ 
Was certainly the original Gaufe of the 
Gold’s being introduced upon fuch Qe- 
cafions, we are to obferve, chat it doeg 
not appear that the Ufe of the Gold ty: 
€ita- 











eftablifh’d before the’ Ceremonies of 
fenry. the Seventh, in which its. Man- 
ner of being ufed is directed; for be- 
fore that Time, I cannot find it was ever 
fo much as mentioned upon fuch Occa- 
fions. “Iwas in regard to -the pious 
Infcriptions their Coins generally bore 
at that Time, that recommended. their 
ufe in fuch Cafes, and not any inherent 
Virtuein the Gold it felf or the Imprefs; 
for fcriptural Sentences were then looked 
upon ‘to havethe fame Power, were they 
either written and fufpended about the 
Patient's Necks). or impreffed on a Coin, 
arid ufed after the fame Mannet. The 
Pieces of Gold ‘that were firft ufed 
upon. this Occafion, were not Coin’d 
particularly for this Purpofe, as thofe in 
later Reigns. have been; but’ were only 
the ‘current Coin of the Kingdom, 
which they ‘called an Angel Noble, 
from an Angel's being impreffed on 


one: Side of the Piece, and becaufe it 


was made ofthe nobleft. and pureft 
Gold. ‘The Tafctiption on its Reverfe, 
to which was attributed fo much Effica- 
cy, was, it fcems, afterwards altered ; 
and I find in the Reig” of Queen El- 
zabeth,the Infeription on the Rofe Nobles, 
given at the Time of Touching, was, A 
Domino. factum eft éftud Cr eft mirabile in 
3 ocults 
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oculis nofiris ; but after her Reign, when 
this Method of Touching grew more in 
Repute, (for Q. Elizabeth for fome time 
altogether declined it) and People flock- 
ed in greater Numbers, pufl’d on by an 
eager Belief of receiving Cure. of their 
Maladies; and fome, asthe Writers in 
thofe Times tell us, for the Sake of the 
Gold only ; it was ‘thought fit to reduce 
it to a much lefs Bulk, and fo confe- 
quently Value: Then ‘twas that the for- 
mer Infcriptionbeing too long to be im- 
prefied on one Side of fo {mall a Piece, 
it was altered to Sok Deo Gloria, which 
has been the Infcription in feveral pre- 
ceeding Reigns. So that we find, if 
great Regard washad to the original Ce- 
remonies that were inftituted, or to the 
Infcription on the Gold firft ufed, both 
thefe have received fuch Alterations as 
to become extremely different from thofe 
eftablifld in cheir firft Inftitution : Which 
might incline one to think, that in the 
{ubfequent Reigns, tho’ ic was thought 
proper to keep up the Solemmnity and Mag- 
nificence of the Method, they fufpedcted 
the Power and Efficacy the Ceremonies 
and Infcriptions were originally believed 
to have, or they would never have fuf-. 
fered them to have undergone fuch effen- 
tial Alterations. But ic has not fared fa 
: : : with, 

















C49) 


with the Imprefs; for this has been conti- 
nued in feveral Reigns fince the Alteration 
of the In{cription, left there fhould be fome 
inherent Virtue in that, which was at firtt 
only cafual, and might have been dif- 
ferent according to the Coin, which 
might have been fubfticuted in its ftead. 
Thus we fee that the Infcription, which 
firft recommended it to the Ufe it was 
applyd to, and which was then believ’d 
to have fo great an Efficacy, has been 
entirely laid afide; while the Imprefs, 
which they had no regard to at all, has 
been continued as long as any of thefe 
Pieces were in Ufe. . 
Iam inclined to believe, that this 
Opinion of the Efficacy of Scriptural 
Sentences was deduced originally from 
the Cuftom of the ews wearing their 
Phylacteries, which were fome Parts of 
the Law of Mofes, on diferent Parts of 
their Bodies, which our Expofitors term 
Prefervatives or Charms. However, . 
certain it is, thefe holy Amulets were 
anciently very much in Ufe among us, 
as well as other Nations. St. Chry/offome 
informs us, it was the PraGtice of fome 
Perfons to fufpend a fimall part of a 
Gofpel about their Necks, thinking 
thereby to fecure themfelves from Dan- 
gers, and cure them of Bodily Infirmi- 
G tics. 
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ties. And ‘this Practice both he and 
St. duguftine expofe under the Names’ of 
Magical Arts and Incantations. Thefe 
fort of holy Amulets being efteem’d at 
that Time capable of: curing Difeafes, if it 
chanced the Cure did ficceed where they 
were ufed, they might reafonably be 
looked upon to have a fhare in it, as 
well as the King’s Touch ; which natu- 
rally leads me to a Confideration of the 
Ceremonies ufed at the Time of Touch- 
ing; and that I make fome Enquiry, 
whether there were in thofe Times, any 
fuch Forms as thofe made ufe of for the 
Curing of Difeafes, or the contributing 
thereto.. For if the Kings of England 
had a fupernatural Power of curing any 
particular Malady by the bare Touch, 
there would be no Neceffity of intro- 
ducing any external Affiftances of any 
fort; but if Experience fhould prove the 
Uncertainty of it, they whe practifed it 
would be neceflarily obliged to take in 
all che Helps they could to fupport the 
Reputation of it. 

IT have before*obferved, that Henry 
the Seventh was the firft of our Kings 
who introduced the Ufe of the Gold, and 
the Ceremonies upon this Occafion ; 
and this not perhaps becaufe he was, as 
my Lord Bacon obferves, a ftriét Ob- 
. | ferver 
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ferver of religious Forms, but to rende¢ 
this Method of Cure the more effica- 
cious; and fo by furpaffing the, Succefs 
of the bare Touch, and one fingle Bene- 
diction of any of his Predeceffors, 
{trengthen his Title to the Crown, which 
he knew was at beft but precarious. He 
might be very fenfible of the many Fai- 
lures of Succefs this Method is attend- 
ed with, and fo endeavour by thefe 
Means to render it the more efficacious, 
and make both himfelf, and it, the more 
efteemed. But then who muft take up- 
on them the compiling a Form. of Cere- 
monies entirely new, which were to affitt 
in a Cure they were not certain it would’ 
contribute any thing to; it’s more pro- 
bable they would have recourfe to fome 
approved Ceremony, if any fuch thing 
was to be met with, thathad been thought 
efficacious in removing bodily Infirmi- 
tics. 

Now it’s certain they had at that 
Time, and long before in the Romifh 
Church, particular Forms compiled of 
certain Parts of the Scripture, Prayers, 
and myfterious Expreffions, which they 
termed Exorgi/ms, or Conjurations ; thefe 
were to difpoflefs the Devil, to difperfe 
evil Spirits that poffeffed the Bodies of 
Men, Women or Children, and to cure 
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fome particular Difeafes: and no Body 


could doubt fure, but if one of thefe 
Exorcifms had Power fufficient to dif- 
poffefs the Body of evil Spirits, butthat 
it might be thought much more capable 
of removing bodily Difeafes. Befides, 
the approved Ufe of thefe Exorcifms 
might be thought fufficient to recommend 
them fo far as to be copied after, fince 
thofe that ufed them would not fail of 
fetting forth their Virtues at large. 
Thus, If am of Opinion, fhall we find it to 
have fared with the Ceremonies of Henry 
the Seventh, firft ufed in the Touching 
for the King’s Evil; they feem, with very 
little Alteration, to be copied from * a 
very old Manufcript Exorcifin made ufe of 


for the difpoffeffing of evil Spirits, which 


find was printed very early; and fince 
that in the Thefaurus E’xorcifimorum atque 
Conjurationum Terribilium; you will there 
find the Gofpels the fame, many of the 
Expreflions the fame, and the whole bare 
fuch an Analogy, as I think no one can 
imagine but that one was little elfe but 
a Copy from the other. 

I have taken care in the Appendix, a- 


mong the Collection of Records, to give 





* See Colleétion of Records, Numb, VI. ; 
the 








the whole of the one and the other, that 
any one, by comparing them, may rea- 
dily fee what a Similirude they bare to 
each other. So that from hence it ap- 
pears to be very evident that thefe Ce- 
remonies, which have not failed of being 
highly applauded and extolled, and by 
Dr. Heylin term’d facred Ceremonies, were 
originally copied with little Alteration 
from an ancient Romith Exorcifim or Con- 
juration. Its true * the original Ceremo- 
nies of Henry the Seventh have received 
fome particular Alterations + 72 fome [ube 
fequent Reigns, to make them the better 
comport with the Principles of thofe 
Times; but ftill not fuch moft certainly 
as, confidering their Original, might have 
been thought fufficient to have entitled 
them to a place in fome Editions of our 
Common-Prayer Book, Thus we may 
fee how the Original, the Progrefs, and 
the Supports of this /uppofed divine Gift 
of Flealimg, were nothing more than Im- 
pofitions on the People; and that the 
more it be enquired into, the more its 
Myftteries will be expofed and fet in a 
clear Light; and this will make it evi- 





* See Collettion of Records, Numb, VII. 
Tt See Cole&tion of Records, Numb, VIII, 
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dent alfo, that Zruth has its inherent and 
unalterable Marks and Characters, while 
falfe Reprefentations and unwarrantable 
and deceitful Collufions, though they 
may prevail for a time, will never be a- 
ble to fecure a conftanr Adherence to 
Falfhood and Error. The one, the more 
it be enquired into, difplays it felf with 
frefh Beauties to an inquifitive Perfon, and 
charms the Paffions of the Difcoverer; 
while the other, fora Time, fculks under 
the Subrerfuges which were at firft efta- 
blifhed to gain it Efteem, till the inqui- 
fitive and penetrating Mind diflodges it 
from all its Securities, and expofes it 
with its feeble Supports, till ir entirely 
vanifhes and appears no more. And, as 
I take it, though Truth may for fome 
Time fuffer and lie concealed, yer the 
clearing up of obfcure Affairs and the 
fetting them in a true Light, is the only 
way, to diffipare the Clouds that darken 
it, and making it fhine the more trium- 
phantly, to the overthrowing of Error. 
But whether it proceeds from our bein 

too much inclined to a ftri@ Adherence to 
the Sentiments of our Predeceffors, or 
our Unwillingnefs to call in Queftion 
any current Opinion that has obtained 
the Sanction of the common Confent of 
Mankind ; moft certain it is, we do not, 
eene- 
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generally {peaking, engage in thefe En- 
quiries with that Vigour and Alacrity 
that feems to be neceflary, and which 
when once compleated, affords a Plea- 
fure which is a fufficient Recompence for 
all our Trouble. This we might have 
imagined no one fhould have been un- 
willing to have engaged in, where the 
Subject appeared at firft view to be more 
myftertous than rational ; for fuch Affairs 
are very rarely found to be able to fland 
the Teft of a ftri& Enquiry. Befides this, 
Where fuch a Method has been treated 
on, and the higheft Elogiums given it 
by thofe Perfons whofe Intere/s or Paf- 
fons led them to {peak in its Favour ; 
this, as well as the extraordinary Na- 
ture of the Thing it felf, might have 
been Caufe fufficient for one to have en- 
terd one’s Sufpicion concerning it. Thus 
fhall we find it to have fared in this 
Cafe, whichI have had under Confidera- 
tion; not one of thofe Perfons who have 
written exprefly of it, but have been biaf- 
fed by their particular Interefts to {peak 
in its Favour ; and what dependance can 
we have on thofe Authors, who had not 
fo much the fake of Truth in view, asa 
particular regard to their own Profir, by 
flattering the refpeCtive Princes, in whofe 
Reigns they wrote? But the indifcreet 
Mea- 
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Meafures that fome particular Perfons 
have made ufe of, ought not to prejudice 
Truth, which muft not be caft away with 
the unwarrantable Conceits that fome 
have pinnd upon it. 

Tat the Reader may have fome 
Idea of the Performances of all thofe Au- 
thors I have been fpeaking of, I fhall give 
fome Account of them and their Writings 
on this Head ; whereby will be reprefent- 
ed what Obligations they were under to 
purfue the fame Defign, and what were 
the Motives to difpofe them to forfeit 
the Character of impartial Writers. The 
firtt who engaged in this Affair ‘was 

Dr. William Tooker, fometime Chaplain 
to Queen Ekzabeth, afterward Canon of 
Exeter, the Place of his Nativity, and 
at length ‘Dean of Litchfield. This Au- 
thorin 1597, while he was the Queen's 
Chaplain, publifhed his Charifma five Do- 
num Sanitatis’: In which Book he flat- 
ters her Majefty upon her extraordinary 
Abilities in curing the Aud. And the 
more to advance the Dignity of this Me- 
thod, feems to be difpleafed with thofe 
that fix'd it upon Edward the Confeffor, as 
the firft who exercifed it; and would car- 
ry itup as high as Lucius, by fome faid 
to be the firft of our Chrifizan Kings ; but 
he brings not the leaft Authority to fup- 
port any fuch Suppofition. Tue 


“a 








































_ ‘Tue next Perfon that appeared upori 
this Subject was William Clowes, Eq; a 
Native of Warwick/bire, who, in regard 
to his great and long Services, and re- 
markable Succefs in his Practice in his 
Military and Naval Expeditions, had a 
Grant of Arms in 1576, and fworn one 
of the Surgeons to Queen Elizabeth, in 
the latter End of her Reign. This Gen- 
tlemanin 1602, publifhed his Right fruit- 
ful and approved Treatife of the Struma, 
gee. In which Book he complements her 
Majefty on the effeGting a Cure upon a 
fcrophulous Perfon, which he judged to be 

more Divine than Humane ; and believes, 
upon the Failure of ail other Methods, 
thac Patients may expect Relief from her. 
But certainly the Recital of one of the 
Queen’s Cures was as little as he could 
well do; when he mentions fo many of 
his own; ahd I believe there would have 
been but little Occafion for his Book, 
which. gives us the Phyfical and Chyrur- 
gical Methods of Cure, if the Succefs 
of the Touching, which for a confidera- 
ble Time together fhe wholly declined, 
had riot been fo very precarious. 
SUBSEQUENT to Clowes, tho’ at many 
Years diftance, was one ¥ohn Bird, fome- 
time a Relies at S107n- College’ in Lonudors, 
who, to fhew his Zeal for his Maiefty, 
H the 








them chanced to fuceced, were thought 
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the Year after the Refforation, publiflied 
his O/fenta Carolina. Tt contains a great 
many odd and whimfical Opinions, as 
that our dear Lord King Charles ‘is the 
Antitype of Edward the Confeffor; and 
that le is the laft of our Kings that fhall 
heal the King’s Evil: ‘That the King 
had likewife a Power of Curing the 
Kuckets; which Difeafe, through the 
Mercy of God and his Means, {fhould 
feize no more Children, but entirely va- 
nifh and appear no'more. And fuch fort 
of enthufiaftick Notions, which fill his 
whole Book. | 
Four Years after this Dr. Thomas 
Allen, fomerime of Caius College in Cam- 
bridge, afterward Phy/fician in Ordinary to 
King Charles the Second, publithed a 
Treatife of the Cure of the Hvi/ by the 
Touch, which he entitles, The Excelency | 
or Hlandy-work of the Royal Hand, dedi- © 
cated to the Duke of York. The whole 
Book is principally a Declamation on the 
Miferies of the Rebellion and an Incen- 
tive to the Love of his Majefty, for fub- 
mitting to Touch fo many deplorable 
Objects for the Cure of the Kzue's Evil, 
and to diflwade Perfons ftom applying 
themfelves to the Seventh Sons, or thofe 
called Strokers, who it feems, if any of 


to 











to leffen.the Efteem of his Maje/ty’s Per- 
formances, But Mr.Greatrack’s Reputa- 
tion very much increafing at this Time, 
although he is not mention’d inthe Book, 
it feems to be more particularly calcuia- 
ted againft his furprizing Succefics. 

In 1676, Richard Wifeman, Efg; a 
Native of .Cambridgefhire, one of the 
principal Surgeons in King Charles the 
Firffs Army, and after the Refforatzon, 
his Majefty’s Serjeant Surgeon, publithed 
feveral ChyrurgicalTreatifes, one of which 
entirely treats of the King’s Evil, In 
the firft Chapter he pleads very ftrongly 
in behalf of the Efficacy of the Touch ; 
although in the Body of his Book, he 
gives us a great Number of Inftances of 
Perfons cured by himfelf, by proper Phy- 
fical and Chyrurgical Procefles, who, it’s 
probable, would not have fubmitted to 
his painful Methods, if the Cure was at- 
tainable at fo eafy a Rate a3 the dare 
Touch. 

ArTer him fobun Brown, a Norfolk 
Man by Birth, and Surgeon im Ordinary 
to King Charles the Second, in the Year 
1684, publifhed with two preliminary 
Treatifes, his Charif{ma Bafilicon, or Rovai 
Gift of healing Strumas, or King’s Evil 
Swellings, by Contaét or Impofition of the 
facred Hands of our Kings of pngiang, 
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and Wrance, given them at their Inaugu- 
rations. Which Book, in the Patent be- 
fore it, is faid to be to the King’s great 
Liking and Satisfaction; but in reality 
the Body of the Book is nothing elfe but 
a Tranflation of Tooker’s Charifma, which 
being even at that Time exceeding fearce, 
he, I fuppofe, thought he might {ecurely 
do it, without having his’ Plagiarifm 
difcovered. 3 Se ee 

Tus it evidently appears from the 
Characters of thefe Writers, that we are 
by no means to expect an impartial Hi- 
{tory of this Affair from them, by rea- 
fon its very evident they were all of 
them prepofled in its Favour; their Bu- 
finefs was to exalt the Power and Digni- 
ty of the Princes under whom they 
Wrote, to influence the Peoples Minds 
with a Belief, that they were capable of 
effecting fupernatural Things; and as 
there have not been wanting fome who 
have, without Reafon, believed that God 
has beftowed upon all Kings fome par- 
ticular Character or Gift, to thew how 
peculiarly he’s concern'd for them; ‘fo 
t Bufinefs was to inculcate a Belief 
ich Things, the more to raife the 
Peoples Veneration and Efteem. - But as 
the countenancing of Parafites is an evi- 
dent Sign of Weaknefs in a Prince; a 
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the defpifing fuch mean and low Ends to 
gain Efteem, will always be approved by 
the wifer Part of the World, and affix on 
that Prince that does fo, a Character as 
durable as Time. JY cannot but fay, that 
ts very probable that thofe Perfons who 
were inclined to an impartial Confidera- 
tion of this Matter, might have fome 
Doubts arife within themfelves concern- 
ing it, and fufpect whether it might noe 

be looked upon as a very imprudent Un- 
» dertaking; to go about to difprove an 
Affair of this Nature, when it was coun- 
tenanced by a Royal Sanction. Thus 
when Peoples Minds were fo ftrongly 
prepoffed in Favour of any of our Kings 
being invefted with fo Divine a Gift; 
that they exercifed ic for the Good 
and Relief of their Subjects; and that 
it was a Power peculiarly affixed to the 
Crown;, were this even by uncontefted 
Authorities brought againft ic to be fut | 
pected, precarious or falfe,it would beim- 
mediately adjudg’d to bea bold and daring 
Undertaking, and ftriking at the Royal 
Prerogative. For fuch has been the De- 
pravity of fome former Ages, that a 
Freedom of Thought has been mifcon- 
ficued as a Defign to bring about fome 
finifter Ends; and a Perfon inclined to 
curious Enquiries might prove dangerous 
2 eee et to 
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to the State, by difcovering fome dark 
and myfterious Things, and by placing 
Truth in a clear Light, contribute to 
weaken the Supports of the Government. 
Burt if Thave made it appear in the 
foregoing Papers, that there is nothing 
fupernatural in it, and that it never was 
peculiarly affixed to the Crown, as it 
will be a Proof of the over Credulity of 
fome of our.Kings, fo it will redound 
much to the Honour of fome others, 
who, fufpecting the Authorities of preju- 
diced Perfons, have altogether declined 
the Exercifé of it. | 
Bu vt happy isit for us now, that our 
Minds are free fromthefe Incumberances ; 
an unreftrained Freedom of Thought,and 
a right Method of Reafoning, are be- 
come the happy Characters of this Age; 
and as we have learn’t not to fuffer our 
Senfes to be impofed upon, fo we like- 
wife have to reduce every Thing to the 
Standard of Truth. 
_ Tuus have I examined this Affair with 
all the Candor and Impartiality I have 
been capable of; I have taken it in all 
its re{pective Views, and mentioned the 
moft pofitive Affertions which have been 
offered in its Behalf: But upon the 
whole it appears, that its Supports have 
been only fictitious, . and unaginety, 
anc 
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and fuch as have difappeared when 
brought to a rational Inqueft; for as 
Truth never loofes by Enquiry, fo Falfe- 
hood and Error are always the mote ex- 
pofed by it. 


Lam, SIR, 
With the greateft Sincerity, 


Your moft obliged humble Servant, 


Loudon, 
Aug 23, 1722. 


Will. Beckete, 
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A 
Collection of Records 
Referred to 


In the preceding Papers. 





Nums. I. ) 
The Bull of Pope Alexander the Third, for CANORig, 
zing King Edward the Confeffor. 


Lexander €pifcopus ferbugs fervonun 

Dei venerabilibus Fratribus Archis 
epilcopis ¢ pilropigs ct dilecis Filiis 

. Abbatibus, Probus, et alits Cre 
tlefarum Pezlatis per Angliam contitutis, 
falutem et Wpotolicam Benedicionem. Wiliz 
us Devotionem conlantiam et Fidei firmita- 
fem, quam circa matrem bettram facrofantam 
Romanam Cecleiam exhibetis, biligentius até 
fendentes, in id peopoitum bol untatis abd- 
BHutimur, wt bos feut charifinios fratres, et 
fperiales Gcclefiz Filios Gneera chavitate in 
Domine diligamus, popentius Honozcinitg, 
et poltulationes veltras, quantum citi Dea 
} zh pelumius, 




















potlumiug, libenti anime admittamus. nde 
uligue Cuil, tod tiper, petitiang,. quam de 
Edvardo gisiioia yienbam dege Anglorun. tae 
nonizanda, ct in Santon Caralogo vdlert- 
bende tay charivinus ti Cprite File noter 
Henricus Miuttis Angicrum ier, quam bos ipt 
novis infautiugs poorexitis , felicitam cum 
Pratribus notvis deliberationem habentes, 
fihjo miraculowm dnipeds, gue, .dumeéin gare 
ie morialh Piveret, ef) Palkqrini de 9 Alent 
fzrilo et aflitinpiug, oninipotens Bominite 
per {tam mifericordiant declaravit : Difis eti- 
am litterig antecefous initrt pie memoiz 
innocentii Papr, veleis quoque teltimoniig 
dnde recentis: Quan bis negotium arduium et 
dublime tion frequenter foleat nid in felemni- 
bus Contiliig be moze concedi;.de communi 
tanien Fratruum noftrewm conlio, jurta ba. 
Tum et delderiumprebict Pilii noltri Hegig 
Ae beitvum, rowus Intus Confefloris ita gies 
dificantum centiimus, et nebitis precdniigs a 
HoanDUM tit teeris, Keut eumdem Confefforrm 
Baminus per fuam gratiam glovificabit in 
Celis: Unde videlicer mterSances.Confello- 
ef De tetero mumeretur, quod hor ipfium apur 
Oem ignig meruit ac virtutabus obtinere. 
Qua igtiur decet Honeltatis veltre prudenti- 
aut ein pie coleze, rt tote ftndia beuerart, 

ent autoeitate Apottolica benerandum, ve? 

trapsttulabit devotio, et colendum: Yntver- 
fitater: veltram per Wpoltolica leripta mone 
mus vt exportamur in Bamins, qatenus cum 
ita Deincens [iubeatis aebitis-o ilequiis hone 
rete ut inhis intereeLionibug apud diltrictum 
sunicen: mereantint wentam obtinerc, et glo 
eloltum in aterna beatitubine memium invent: 
ree Oatiin Anagniz leptinia Goug Februari, 
Sor bidelicer Mino, No mes. 





(3) 
Numes. Ti. 7 
A Proclamation for the better ordering.of thofe wha 


repair to the Court for the Cure of the Difeafe 
called the King’s Evil. 


W/ Berens by the Grace anv Wieding of 
Gov, the Hings and Queen® of this 
Realm, for many Ages palt have had tke hap: 
pinels by their Sacred Couch and Fuvocation 
of the Paine of Gab, to cure tijole that are af- 
flited with the Difeale called the King’s Evil: 
And his nou molt ercellent Waijelty in W160 
leis mealure than anp of his tonal Weedecel- 
fers bath had goon furcels herein; and in his 
molt Gracious and Pious Dilpetition is ag 
ready. and willing az any Ring o2 Queen of 
tits fiealm ever Was, in anp thing to celicbe 
the diltrefles and necellities of his good Sub: 
jeus.; pet in his Princely Wildom, forelecing 
that in this as in all other things, Order is 
to be obferved, and fit times are netelarpy, ta 
be appointed fo2 the periowning this goat 
wok of Charity: Dis molt excellent Wateltn 
doth Hereby publi) and declare his opal 
Dill and Plealure to be ; that whereas heres 
tofoze the whial times of prefenting fuch ier. 
tonsta bis Waijelty for thie purpole, were Ea- 
fter and Whitfontide, that from Henceior2th the 
times thall be Eatter and Michaelmas, ag times 
INo2e conventent both fo2 the temperature of 
the Sealon, and in relpedt of any Contagion 
lnbich map happen in this near acceis to his 
Majeltys Sacred Perlon, and bis Wajelep 
both accowdingyy will and Commanv, that 
from the time of publishing this 20clamation, 

2 2 uoORe 




















(4) 
none prelume to repair to his MDajelty’s Rap- 
al Court to be healed of that Difcale beio2ze 
the Jfealt of St. Michael now nere coming. 
April the 6. 1639. Wet 





Numb. IIE. | 


The Ceremonies formerly ufedsby: the Salatators in 
Spain, by which, and by the Touch, end the Ap- - 
plication of White Linen, they pretended to cure 
all External Sores, 


1 goer Cheiitium, etcum Chilte; erin Cheifto, 
elt tibi Ben Patri omnipotents, in unita- 
te Spiritus Aanti, emnts Hono2, et Gigria 
per omnia fecula feculosum. Oremus, Salina: 
ribus P.xceptis montti, et dibina inftitutin- 
ne fozmati audemug Dicere, Pater nofter qui 
es in Colis, Few Amen. hs 

JGelus Potentia Patris, Aapientia Filit, 
Pirtus Spiritus Sanci, Sanet hoc wulnus ab 

omii nialo. Amen. | 
Jelus, Domine mi Fel Cheilte, erevo quod 
note Jovbis Handi in Cena, poltquam fava: 
{ti pedes tuoum ADantoum Oilciputowum ; 
accepiltt panem lanciflimis manibus tuts, et 
henenirilti et fregilti, et dedilti tuts Santis 
Wiltipulis, Hicens accipite et comedite, hoe 
eniin elt Corps meum,; imiliter actepilti ca: 
licem in Santiflimas Wanug, et gratiags es 
iti, et tranidilti tli, dicens, accipite et bi- 
ite, quia hic elt meus Sanguis Robi Celta: 
mienti, qui peo multis efunderur in remiffi- 
onemt peccatozum, Hoc quotielcungue feceritig, 
facite In meam commemo2ationem: OGlecra te, 
Domine mi Belm Chrilte nt per hae Santis: 
ma 
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nia Derba, et per virtutem Mowm, et pes 
meritum fandiflime pationis tux fanecur hoe 
bitnus, et malum iltua.: Amen, Jefus. 

gin Romine Patris, ct Pilit, et Hpiritus 
anti, Amen, jefus. : 3 


At length the following Articles were preferred a¢ 
gaintt them in the Bifhop of Ypres and other Ece 
clefiaftical and Civil Courts; and thefe pretend- 
ed Miracle-Mongerts ‘were feverely prohibited 
from farther impofing oh the People. a 


1. Weeaule thep are atewd People, and wn: 

likelp % Have that Commerce with Gor thep 
netend to. | 

2. Beraule thep are but loole, and unfettlen 
in ieligion, and would render others fa, 

3. Decale then miade the People tempt 
God to do that bp an extraosdinarp wap of 
Miracles, luhich he had appointed to be sone 
in the o2dinarp Wap of Deans and prick, 

4. Decaule thep had feaucen People to the 
negled of the odinarp means of their pelers 
fertiation, tothe danger of many Peoples 
Hives. 

s- Beeanle they hoought the Curie of Gov 
upon poor People, many Having confeted, 
{iat thep perithed under the juilt hand of Gon, 
for having any thing to do with thele Salu- 
tators. 

6: Decaule then twere abetted bp delperate 
Men of Dangerous Principles and Pratices. 

7. ASecaule thep took the Pane of Bod in 
vain, and abuled his Mow to fuperltitions 
Purpoles. 

8. Becaule thep performed to real 02 {afte 
ing Cures, 


9. Beraule 
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(6) 
9. Beeaule’ thep diftracted the Peoples 
thoughts, and prenared them for Diaholiral 
“lution and Magick. | : 
io, Meraule many of them conta do nothing 
till thep hav orank liberallp (a Bottle of 
Sack being required to a Wiracie) lwhen they 
poctended that thep tvere infpired, ' 

14, Decaule thep gave occafion to ftrange 
Dilcourles about the Miracles of CHoilt, and 
bis, Followers, and lo obertheetw the geeat 
Hound of Faith. - 

12. Beraule they perlivaden People to no 
wernlelves milebiel, that they. might do 

13. Weraule there were feveral initanceg 
bought of their Confederacies, Fmpoltures, 
and Angeles. 
. Bin ine, Becaule then did a Wola of Wile 
thict, and little 02 uo Goor. © 





Nums. IV. 


A; Bleffing for Sore Eyes (taken out of an Old MS. 

Mafs Book) very profitable for that Difeafe, as 
/teacheth Willielmus de Mentibus, Chancellor of 
the Mother Church. of Lincoln, put in modern 


‘Englith. 


Ts Oleling for Soze Epes (fays he) nes 
& -celitp beingeth in, and the debotion of 
them that ask it, and it ought ta be done in 
this manner. 

Firlt, the Prielt tuha Aingeth Wals, after 
that he hath recethed the Boop and Blood of 
oe dod, and after the firlt and. ferond wath: 
ing of bis Fingers, mall caufle his parity 

| er 
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Clerk to. pour inte bis Chalice the thivdat: 
tution, not of Wine Hut of ADater ; and this 
ADater mut the P2iek in His Chalice referne 
and Keep till als be done, and when alg 
is once Done, the Pek before he puts of his 
Harerdotal Oeftments, hall talie of this IDa- 
ter and {prinkle it upon the Sore Epes, and 
be hall lap this Paper following, with 
Onininus vobifrum et cn Apiritu tio, and 
with Owmus, | 


The Prayer. 


O How Felt Chit, who openedt the peg 
of the Ban that was bo2n Blina, keep 
the Cpes of this thp Servant, gibing him 
ight clear, futlicient, meet and competent ta 
ferhe thee Wwithal, bp birtue of this Sacras 
ment, and by this Sign & of thy olp Crofe, 


Dere Iet the Priek crofs the dilealed Perfon 
ith the Chalice and with the Corporag 
Cloth, and let him fo handle rye niatter , 
that tuith his erofling he map raule forme 
Aine ta go trom the Chalice and Coorg 
Cisth into the Hore Cpes, while he lapeth, 
jin Pomine Patris, Filii, ce Hpiritugs San: 
at. Amen. @hen thall the Pzieft fap the be: 
ginning of St, John’s Golpel, 


| he principio erat Derbum, et Derhum erat 
apud Deum, ef Oeus erat Verbum. Po 
erat In puincipia apud Deum. Omnia per 
ipluntfaca funt: @t Gne inte facum clr nibil, 
quod fatum elt: Gn ipls Pita erat, ct vita 
evat tur hominum: Et tur in tenebois fucet 
fy tenebye eam non comprehenderunt. Puit 
Donia 








em 
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Hontd miflus a Oeo, cut nomen erat Joan: 
nes. Dic venit in teltimonium, ut teltimoni- 
am perhiberet de lumine, ut omnes erederent 
per illum. Qon erat ille lu, fed ut teltime- 
nium perbiberet de lumine.’. Erat tur vera 
guz iuminat omnent hominem venientem in 
Hunc munduim. 2 He 


Chele things being dorie,let the vifealed Per: 
fon rife up, kils the Altar, and offer fome- 
thing to the Oleled Sacrament, and fo depart; 
and undoubredlp with the help of God, and of 
our DBiclen phy be hall Hogtlp Have remes 
op of bis Dileale.0 | | 
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Numes. V, 


Lhe Ceremonies ufed by King Henry VIM, for Blef 
fing of Cramp Rings, which method, as appears by 
divers Records. which I have feen, was ufually pras 
dlifed by our. Kings fome bundred Years before 
bis time, which Rings they made Prefents of ta 
particular Perfons, The ufe of ibem was it feems 
difcontinyed under King Edward VI, but uader 
Queen Maty it was defigned to be revived, and 
_ the Office for it was written out in a fair Mas 
nufcript,. of which this is a Copy. Tbat King 
Henry VII prattifed this Method, we bave bes 
fides others, the Teftimony of Andrew Boorde @ 
Phyfician, who wrote in bis Reign: This Author 
- fpeaking of the Cramp, fays, The King’s Maje- 
» ty hath-a great helpe in this matter in hallows 
- ynge Crampe Rings, and fo geven without May 
. pey-or Petition. | 


The Ofice of Confecrating the Cramp Rings: 


Certain Prayers to be ufed by the Queen’s Highnefy; 
‘© in the Confecratiom of the Cramp Rings, 


7) Cus mifereatur noftri, et benedicat nog 
AF Deus: iluminet pultum finn {uper nos, 
et mifereatur noltri: ae 
%t cognofcamus in terra biam tuam, in 
oninibus gentibus falutare tin. 
Confiteantur tibi Populi, Bens; confitean: 
tur tibj Populi omnes. 

Axtentue et erultent gentes, quoniant jis 
Hicas populog in cquitate, et gentes in terre 
Hirigig. 

ConGteantuy tibj si Peud aa 
: a We 
















































(10) 
tir tibi Populi omnes, terra dedit frucum 
{unit . | 

ASenevicat nos Deus, Oeits nolter, benedi- 
cat nog Beis, ct metuent cum ones fines 
terre. ne ae 

Gloria Patri, et Filia et Hpiritui Sanco. 

Hitt crat iu principio, et mut, et lemper, 
et tn feciula feeufowmn, Amen,’ | 


Omnipotens fenipiterne Dens, qui ad fo- 
fatium humani generis, bavia ef multiplicia 
iniieriariun natrarum Tepamina. wherrimis 
Hatiz tie donis ab inerhautte henignitatis 
tux fente manantibus, ineefanter tribuere 
bignatus es; et ques ad regalis fwblimita- 
tis fatigium extuliti, infignioibus giattis 
HnaAtes, DINsumigue tiem owana atque 
raitales ele Lo'wifti, ut Geut per te reqnant 
alttinue prafuut, ita te authote reliquis pre- 
int, uf tuain popiwium beneficta conferant : 
weeces nolktas poapitwis relpice, et que tibi 
hota Humillime fimbdinugs, benignug admitte, 
Ut (ish a te majows noftri de tra miferi- 
rola iperanies ebtinucrint, 1 nebis-ctiam 
part foucia potulantibus concepere Digneris: 
gee Cyilum Oaminum netrum. Amen. 


The Rings lying in.one Bafon or more, this Prayer 
to be faid oyer them, 3 


Pye Cocekium terreftriumaue conditar, 
erearuvacunt atgue Humanp generis be- 
agnifime ceparate?, Dated tpirittalig qa: 
fiz, suiniumgue Denedidionum dargite:, tm- 
Rite Hpiritum Zandum mune Paracietum 
be Colis tuner hos Munules acte fabs cons 
ictos,echjue magna tua potentia ita enmin- 

fa date 


> 











Car) 
Dare Digneris, ut omni: nequitia lividé-vene- 
neaique terpentis ppocul expulla, metallun 
a te bone conditeze creatum, a cuntis inimi- 
ct iozdibus maneat immune. Der Chriftum 
Dominum noftrun. Amen. oe 


BenediGio Annulorum. 


je Abraham, Deus Flaac, Deus Wa: 
cob, exaudi milereros peces noitras, 
parce metuentibus, propitiare tupplicibus, 
et miftere dignerig Sancum Wuerelum tu 
um de Celis qui fandificer % et henebdicat 
annulog iftes, ut int. reniedinm falutace 
omnibus nomen tum Humiliter imploranti- 
bus, ac femetiples pro contcicutia delitozum 
iuogum accufaitibus, atque atiite conlpediint 
Oibing Clementix tux tacino:a fua deplo- 
“ganttbus, et feren.fimam pictatem tuam fue 
militer obnirxeque tlagitantibus ; prefiint Denis 
qile per invorationem faiti. tui. neminis ony 
nibus iles getantibus, as Coopo:is ct Wits 
me fanitatenr: Ver Lyiitwm Wominiuin ne: 
firunt. Amen. 


BenediGtio. 


* i ree Hut in Moawis curandis marima 
lemiper petentiz tux miracula declacatti, 
quique annudos-in Gusa Datriarcha finci 
arrabonein, in Marone Sacerdatate snanien- 
tum, in Dario fidelig cutedsix fymbolum, ct 
i Hac regno variom mowborum remedia 
eile boluitt, Hos annulos propitius & bene: 
Dicere et & fantificare dignerig: Ut anes 
Hut cog geitabunt int immunes ab omuibug 
Satane inldiis, tnt armati birtute celetis 
ID 2 De» 

















(12) 
Béfentionis, nec eos infertet bel nerhowitit core 
tratio, bel comitialig mozbi pericula, fen 
{entiant te opitulante in omnt mozbomunn ge- 
nereTevamen. Fn nomine Patvis ym et Hilts 
Wet Spiritus Santi &- Amen” 


Genedit anna iiea Domine: Et omnia 
Gur intra whe {unt nomini fande ejug. Here 
follows the reft of that Fialm. | 


4 eines clenietitiant  titaitt dilericog 
_ Deus Humiliter imploranurg, at qua ani 
fit foucia et fidet finceritate, ac terta mentis 
pietate, ad hee impetranda Accedimus, part 
ftiam pdebotione geatie tue Tpnvbola fiteles 
poofequantur ; facetlat omnis luperttitio, p20- 
cil abfic Drabolice fraudis fulpicio, et in 
gioota tut nominig omnia redant,; utite lar. 
gitozm Bonount omnium fideles tut intelli 
gant, atque a te une quicguid vel animis vel 
roporibus bere pooft, poofecum tentiant ef 
mofiteantur: Per Chaltum Dominwm noe 
ri. Amen. 7 


Thefe Prayets being faid, the Queen’s Highnefs 
-tubbeth. the Rings between her Hands, fay- 
ing ; 2 


Bg ete Votitine Annulos Htos, et row 
Y tte beneditionis benignug alperge, ac 
franuunt uoftrarum confricatione, quas olet 
facrt infuflone erterna lancificaré digna- 
fis cs peo minifterii neltrt node, cenfecra, 
iit quod natura metalli peettare non pellit, 

witiz fue magnitudine efictatur: Per Chzi- 
tum Deminum noftrum, Amen. | 

. : Then 
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Then muft Holy Water tbe ‘caft on the Rings, 

fayingy. om 

2 nomine, Patrig, et. Filit, et Aniritug 
A Dandi, Amen. Domine Pili Cei unigenis 
te, Oet et Heminum mediator, Fel Chatite, 
ant cijus wings nontine falus rece queritur, 
qutigue in fe tperautibus facilem ad patrem ate 
celium concilialtt, quem, quicquid in nemine 
Cito peteretur, in omime Datuciwumn, cum cerrifs 
imo veritatis Oracle ab o2e to Santo,quum 
miter Homines verfabaris hentia peanuneis 
alti; precibus noftrig aures tux pictatis ace 
royoda, iut.ad theontnt Ostie in tua fiaurcig 
‘aeeedentes, ged In nomine tus humiliter poz 
itulavimus, 10a nobis, te mediante, impe- 
tratum fille, collatis per te bencficiis, fideles 
intelligant: Qui bibts ct reqnas tum Dea 
Patre in unitate Spiritus Sancti Oeus, per 
onmia tecula faciloni. Amen. 


¥ 7 Ota nofira quelumus Oenine, Aviritug 

Hants, guia te precedit, alpiranda 
pexhentat, et prolequatur, ut quod ad faluz 
tem fidelitun confidenter petimus, goatic tux 
bone clteaciter conlequamur: Prx Choiftum 
Gominum neftrum. Amen. 


Mieltatem tua, Clementi fine Ges, 
Pater, Filius, et Spiritug Sanctus, 
luppliciter erosamus, ut qued abd noininig tui 
Hanttificationem pits hic Ceremoniis peragi- 
tur, ab cazpozis fimti ef anime tutclam bales 
at in terris, ct ad ubevtorm felicitatre fru- 
ctum pocficiatin Celis. Qui vivis ct regnag 

Deus, per oninia facula fecwlosum, Amen. 
Numa 
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Numes. VI. 


Exorcifmus adverfus Spiritus inmundos. 

Py Forcilta indutus beltibus facris, pergat 

ad altare bel ante aliquam Fmaginem: 

Ct premifa (ut fepius dictum ef) Darra: 

mentali confellione, corde hiumiliate et firmo, 
ficris gembus, feipfum ignande, dicat. 


Tn Nomine Sanctilime, et individue ric 


Nitatis, Patrigs, et Filii, ec Spiritus Sanz 
ctr. Amen 


V. Sldjutorium noftrum in Pomine Dae 
mint. 

R. Qui fecit Coelum et Terram. 

V. Otende nabis, Domine, milericorvdiant 
titan. om 

K: Et falutare tuum da nobis, | 

V. Adjubva nos, Deus falutaris nofter. 

R. Et propter gloriam nominis tui, Demine, libe- 
ra nos. | 

V. j2ibil prefictat intmicus in nobis. : 

R. Et Filius iniquitatis non apponat nocere nobis. 

V. Fiat mifericordia tia Domine fuper nos. 

R. Quemadmodum fperavimus in te. 

V. Erurge Chrite, adjusa nos. 

R. Ec libera nos proprer nomen tuum, 

V. Oominus bobifcum. 

KR. Et twin Spiricu tuo. 


Hic Crozcifta lurgens ditat fequentia &: 


pangelii, 


Fu 











et, 
{2 illo tempore: Reewmbentibus undecint 

dilcipwlis apparuit illig Jelus; et ex- 
probavit incredulitatem eorum, et duritiem 
crordis: Qiulalis, gui viderant eum refurrer- 
iffe, non crediderunt. €t dirit cis; eunter 
in mutndum univerlum, predicate Evangeli- 
um omni creature. Qui rrediderit et bape 
tizatus fuerit, falous erit: Qui vera non crez 
Diderit, condemnabitur. Aigna autem cog, 
Qui crediterint, hee {equentur; Gn nomine 
meo Dantonia eficient: Zinguis loquentur 
nobis: Aerpentes tollent: Et & moztiferum 
quid biberint, non cis nocebit: Super Lge 
manus imponent, et bene habebunt.. Et Bo: 
Minus quidem BFelus, pottquam Iecutus eft 
cis, allumprus ef in Colum, et fedet a der- 
ris Bet. ANi autem profectt, prxdicaberunt 
ubique, Womine cocperante, et lermonem cous 
firmante, iequentibus ignig, 


V. Dominus vobifeum. 
R.-Et cum/Spirity tuo. 


ER pruncipio erat VDerbum, et Derhum crat 

apud Deum, et Deus erat Derbum. Poe 
erat in pincipio apus Oeum. Omnia per 
iptum facta funt: €t tne ipo factum ett nihil 
quod factum elt: Gn iple vita erat, et vita 
erat lur hominunt: €t fur in tenebris luce; 
ri tenechge cam non cemprchenderint. Puie 
Beme milus a Deo, cui nomen erat GFaane 
ws, Pic venit In teltimenium, ut telrime: 
nium perhiberet de lumine, wt omuiics crede- 
rent per itium:: Fon erat Wile lur, fed ut te- 
{timonium perbiberet be tumine. rat lur 
bera que illiminat emnem beminent veniens 
fen. in func mundum,. Bn mundo erat, ee 
nundug 
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| mundane per ipline factus eft, et mundus 29 

All] Mon -cognobit,, Gu popewta benit, et fut 

: euim nom receperiunt. - Quotguot aiitem rece- 

f perunt cum, Dedit ets poteitatenn ios dev fl 

| eri, bis, qui credunt in nomine ejus: Qitt 
non ex fanguinibus, neque ex woluntate care 


























nig, negue cx voluntate biri; fener Deo nas 
ti tunt, -t Derbum caro factum eft, ev has 
Ditabit tit nobisst. vidimua gloriam ‘cjus, 
| giogiam quali: unigenitiapatre; plenum g2qe 
tie et bevitatis. aety Ain : 


«MV. Damine. eraudi: o2Ationcm meant, 
_ AR. Eo clamor meus ad? te’veniati | 


> | | Oratio: 


pene Fete Chailtequiyesith Wyoltsis 
tis birtuteme ch poteltatenr fier’ ine 

firmos ct fanguszes; Ut infirmes curarent; 

Motuos {ulcitarents: Depwolos! muidarent ; 

OPezxirianes cficerent : Contirmea ime hance gas 
| tian, quambis indignus, et miler peccato? 
fini: Cr non refpicias at innumerabtiita pet: 
7 cata mea: Sed ficut confueniltt reccatowsim 
a | niilerert; et pieces himiliumicraudire; props 
g ter magnantmilericowiam cant, ita me nite 
exaudire Digneris: Et fent:eraupilti Tatras 
twentvin Cruces itaime niune’ erausite Dignes 
nevis clamantent od: te contra’ itu fyirt 
fii Perantem: Hunc famulium tuunt a7. ut 
in nemine lancto tuo terribili, infum erpel: 
¥y lere baleram: Qui cum: Patre et Ayiritu 
“' pinta bihis cf tegnesin tacula: ecules: 
1 amen 
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Nums. VI. 


‘The Ceremonies for the Healing of them that be Dif- 
 eafed with the King’s Evil, as they were prattin 
fed in the Time of King Henry VII, , 


Firft, The King, kneeling, fhall begin and fay. 


YR noming Patrigs, ct Filii, et Spiritug 
anti. Amen. , 
And fo foon as he hath faid that, he hall fay, 

AScenenicite. 

The Chaplain kneeling before the King, having @ 
Stole about his Neck, fhall anfwer and fay, 
Dontinus Kt in cogde tua et labiis tuis, ah 

confitendBunt oninia peccata tua, Gln noming 
Patris, ct Filii, et Spiritus Sancti. Amen, 
Or elfe to fay, 

Helus nog eraudiat, Fu nomine Patrig, 
et Filti, et Spiritus Dandi. Amen, ~ | 
‘Then by and by the King fhall fay, 

Conlitea: Deo, Beate Wariz Virgini, om- 
nibug Santis, et vobig, quia peeeadvi ninug 
in cogttationc, locutione ef opere, mea culpa, 
Piece: Santam Mariam, omnes Aangog 
APci, et VOS NATE p20 Me. 

‘The Chaplain fhall anfwer and fay, 

. Wilercatur velri omnipoteng Beus, et de- 

Mittat vobig omnia Peccata eta, liberet vox 

Ab ount mato, falvet et congemet in bono, et 

ad bifam perducat zternam. Amen. 

Whlolutioncem ct Remifionem omnium pre- 
fatoeumn vetromm, fpatiym bere poenitentiz, 
eismendationem bite, ta et contolatios 

oe nens 
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nem Sandi Spiritus, tribiat bohis amnipe 
teng ct mifericogg Doamimus. Amen. 
This.done,, the Chapjain {hall fay, 

Boeminus vebileum. 
The King fhall/anfwer, 

@t cum AHpiritu tua, 
The Chaplain, 


“o Bewentia Santi Cbangelit fecamndum Ware 


cilint. 
The King fhall:-anfwer 
Giowta tibi, Domine. 


“The Chaplain fhall read the Gofpel. 


#2 ille tempore: ecumbentibus undecim 

aricept s apparuit iia Yeluis: €t erp2o- 
heabtt inerepilitatem cowim, et duritigm coz- 
big: Quia ite, qui biderant eum refurrerife, 
noi crebiderunt. CL dixit eis; euntes in 


MUNBUIN univechiim, piadicate erangelium 


omni creature. Qui crediaerit et Baptizatus 
fucrit, fan UUS efit: qui vera non ctreDiderit, 
conten? rabies cut. AignaA autem Log, Hii credi- 
ternit, fie | colteneUur ; in nome mee Deme- 
nza éjitient > finguigs fequentiy novis: fers 
pentes tolient: et G moztiierum quid biberint, 
han-cis nocebit: Supet eyes manus aniee 7 
nent, cf Bene bat sebitnt. 

Which Claufe, ‘Super egros, €%c. the Chaplain Te- 
reais as lone''as the King is handling the Sick 
renion. And in the time of the repeating the a- 
forelaid Words, Super agrcs, Ec.” the Clerk of 
the Clofec fhall kneel before the King, having 
the Sick Perfon upon the Right Hand, and the 
Sick Perfon thall likewife kneel Hefore the King: 
And then the King fhall fay hig Hand upon’ the 
Sore of the Sick Perfon, This 


¢ 
x 








This done, the Chaplain fhall make an end of the 
Gofpel; and in the mean time the Chirurgeon 
thall lead away the Sick Perfon from the King. 
Ct Dominus quidem Felus, potgquam to- 

ritius elt cis, alumptus et in colum, et fe- 

deta Dertris Ber. sfllt autem prolect, prec 
bicaberunt. abhigue, Domine cooperante, et: 
fermonem. coufirmante, fequentibus fignig. 


Then the Chaplain fhall begin to fay. again,. 
— Bontinug pobiicnn. 

The King (hall anfwer, 

_€t cum Sypiritu tis, 

The Chaplain, 


Fuitium Sanci Cvangelii (ceundum For 
dninem. | | | 


The King fhall fay, 
Gloria tibi Damine. 


The Chaplain then fhall fay this Gofpel following. 


2 principio erat Derbum, et Derbum erat 
A apd Geum, et Deus erat Derbumi. Dec 
erat in plincipia ayuda Deum. Omnia pee 
iptum tadca funt: Gt Gne ipfe fatum eft nibil, 
Quod iadum eft: Gniplo vita erar, et vita 
erat lur bominim: Er luv in tenebris Tucet 
cf teuchiz cant non comprebentertnt. Fut 
Bono milus a Beo, cui nomen erat Foan: 
nes. Pic venit ini teltimoniium, ut teltimont- 
win perhiberet de fumine, wt omnes creberent 
per illum. Pon crac ille tur, feo ut tettimi- 
nium perbiberet be fimine. rat tur vera 
uilz Uluminat omnem hominem venientem m1 
Une Mui ' | 
bu noun *, Which 
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Which laft Claufe, Erat lux verd,’€%¢e: fhall fill 
be repeated fo long as the King fhal? be Crofling 
the‘Sore of the Sick Perfon with an Angel No- 
bles and the Sick \Perfon to have the fame An- 
gel hanged about his Neck, and to wear it until 
he be full whole. , | 

This-done, the Chirurgeon fhall lead away the Sick 
Perfon as he did betores and then the Chaplain 
fhall make:an end of the Gofpel. 

Fn mundo erat, et mundug per ipfuinfacus 

et; et mundus cum non cognebit. Bn p2a- 

pia benit, et tui cum non veceperunt. uct: 
qlist autem receperunt etn debit ets potetlas 
tem Filios Ori ert, his, qut credint mn no 
iiite 2jug: qui non er languinibus, neque er 
poluntate carnis, neque ex boluntate vit, fed 
ex Dea nati funt. Ct Derbum care facum ek, 
et habitavit in nobis: et bidimus glozam 
ejus, glodam quai wiigenitt a Patre, ple> 

NM Bwatiz ct veritatis. 

Then the Chaplain fhall fay, 

Ait nomen Bomini Benedicum, 

The King {hall anfwer, 

Cy hoc nune et ulgue in feenlum.. 

Then {hall the Chaplain fuy this Colle& following, 
praying for the Sick Perion or Perfons. 

 Oontine evaudi o2ationem meam, 

The King fhall anfwer, | 
€t clamo2 meus ad te Deniat. 

bin Cuemug, 

f \Snipatens fempiterne Orns, Talus xter- 

\/ na crebenttum, eraudi neg pio famulis 

tuts, pro quibug milericosdiz tue implozamus 

aut? 
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durilinm, ut reddita Obi fanitate, geatiarnm 
tibi in €eclefia mia reterant ationes, Pet 
Chitum Bominum noltrum, Amen. 7 


This Prayer is to be faid fecretly after the Sick Per- 
fons are departed from the King, at his pleafure. 
De Domine Oeus Omnipotens cuz 

ing bentgnitate, cect vident, furdi au- 
pinnt, muti Ioquuntur, claudi ambulant, Tee 
pot mundantur, omnes iifizmozuin curantur 
aAnguoes, et a quo folo donttim fanattonis 
Humane generi. ctiam tribuitur et tanta ga: 
tia p20 incredibili tia erga hee regnum Boni- 
tate, eaibus culdem coneefla et, ut {ola ma- 
nuum ileum impefitione, mobus qoabiflie 
mus fotipilimnfgie depellatur, concede pros 
pitius ut tibi propterea qiatiag agamiutg, et 
p20 ifts Anguiart beneffeto in nog collate, non 
nobis ipfis, fed nomint tue affine gloziam 
pens, neflque fic ad pietatem ferper ererce: 
amus, ut tam nobis Donatam giatiam non 
folim diligenter conferbare, {cd tn dies magis 
magtiique adaugere laboremitg, ¢t prrfa, ut 
Hiulaiiternugiue cejporbus, in momine tito ma- 
ius inmpolucrimus Hac tua birtute in ilig o- 
perante rt nobis minitrantibus, ad p2ifinan: 
faititatem reltimantur, can: coniervent, et pa 
cadem tibi, we firme medico et omniium moz- 
botum depullos, perpetua nobifenm gratias 
agant: Bicque deinceps bitam tnltituant ut 
non corpus felam ab infirmitate, {cd anima 
etiain a peccate omninoa anata bideatur. Per 
Dominum noftrum Felum Choiltum Filrune 
flim, qui term PLIvit et regnat in unitate 
Aanti Spiritus per omnia fecula feculeguni. 
Amen, 
| Numm 
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Nuwmes. VIL 


The Ceremonies ufed in ibe Reigns of King Charles. 
the kirft and Second, at the times of Touching jor 
the cure of the Kings Evil. 


A Be Chaplain thus begins: Che Golpe! turits 
felt in the 16 Chapter of St. Mark, at Ber, 
the14 Aclus appeared unte the eleven asthep 
late at meat, and calt it their teeth their unbe: 
fet, anb jarducls of heart, becatile thep hay 
net believed them twhich had {een that he was 
rilen again ftom the dead. And he faid inca 
them, go pe into all the tuowlt, and preach the 
@oipel to all creatures, he that believeth anv 
is baptized, thall be faved, and he that belie: 
bety not hall be samited: all thele tokens hall 
tolicly them that believe. Jin mp name then 
foal calt out Devils, thep hall (peak wirh nei 
fougues, thep hall detbe alwapfetpents. Mis 
if thep dink anp deadlp thing, it hall not 
Burt them. They fhel/ lay their bands on the Sick 
and they fhall recover. The which faying is conti- 
nued ‘between every healing of his Sacred Majefty, 
till all the Sick be Touched by him; the which 
being finifhed, the Chaplain goes on. 


Wwhenthe iafem 29 When the Lord hadfpoken wm: 
Prions aepre- tothem, he Mas recetbed inte Heaz 
ee on thee DCiLandis at the right hand ofGon. 
Knees, the King Bnd thep went forth and preacher 
lays fis wands eberp tobere,theLown woking with 
UPoR thera. F 

them, and confirming the woid 
twith miracles following. ihe which done, he 
begins the Gofpel written in the Firlt Chapter of St. 
Fobn, verfe the Firft. 


ie the beginning was the Wow, and the 
&Dozd Was With God, and God Was the 
Bor, the lame las in the beginning bey 

020; 
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God ; ali things were made by it, and without 
it Was nothing made which twas made: in it 
was life, and the life was the light of HICIt, 
and the light Mined in the varknels, ana the 
darknels comprehended it net. Chere was 
ent a man from Goa, twhole name wag Jon, 
the fame came ag a witnels, to bear witnels 
of the light, that all men thoough bim might 
beliche. He was not that light, but was {ent 
fo bear Wwitneis of that light. — 7 
Here the Chirurgions come up the fecond time, ma- 
King their three Obeifances as formerly, where 
the Clerk of the Clofet on his Knees doth deliveg 
to the King his Gold ready ftrung upon a white 
Silk Ribband, and when thefe following words 
come to be read, the King puts over the Gold, 


Chat light was the true light, 1... she dimer 
iwbich ightneth everp man WHICH cd are preien ed 
conteth inta the Wwo2!d. i tee 


the King puts 

This running through the whole courfe th, Geld abous 
of the Ceremony, which words are 

continually repeated between every one which re- 

ceives the Gold. This being finifhed, thefe fol- 


lowing words are read; 


Me was in the wozld, anv the world wag 
made bp him, andthe wold knew him not, he 
fame among his otun, and bis olun received 
him not: but ag manp ag received him, to them 
He gabe poluer to be made fons of Bod: even 
them that believed on his Pame, which tere 
Bom not of bisod, no2 of the will of the ficih, 
ai02 pet of the twill of man, but of Gon: Wna 
the lame two2d became fied, and divelt among 
Us, and we law the glozp of it, as the glorp of 
the onlp begotten fon of the Father, full of 
Hace and trurh. This 
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“Dhis being finifhed; the Chaplains, with the reft of 

the People, on their Knees, do pronounce the 
following Prayers; | 
Verf. How have merep upon ug, 
Re/p. Lord. have mercy upon us. 
Verf. Chile have merep wyon ug, 
Refp. Chrift have mercy upon us. . 
Verf. How have mercy upow tg. 
Re/p. Lord :have mercy upon us, 

Then the Chaplains read the Lord’s Prayer, ‘viz, 
Our Father which art in Deahen, Fr, 


hele anfvers Ver: @ Word fabe the Servants, 


are made by Ke/p. Which put their truft in thee. 
fob tee .. Ver Send help untae them from 


abobe. F 
Re/p. And everthore mightily defend them, 
Verf. Delp ns © God our Saviour. 
Re/p; And for the glory of thy name deliver us, 
and be merciful to us Sinners for thy names fake. 
Verf. @ Hod Hear our Dzapers. 
Re/p. And let our cry come unto thee. 
Then the Chaplain’ reads this Prayer following. 
O Almighty God, who art the giver of all 
fF health, and the aid of them that feck to 
thee toz {uccour.;29¢e call upon thee for thp bel 
and goodnels, mercifully to be Hetwed to thele 
thy Servants, that they being healed of their 


‘infirmities, map give thanks to thee In thp ho- 
Ip Church, though Fetus Chit aur Z 


022. 
Amen, 3 
Here he concludes. 
“T Be Gace of our Lown Fetus Chit, and 
the Love of God, and the $ellaluig of 
the Holy Ghoit, be with us all everimoaze. Amen. 
In the late Queen’s Reign thefe Ceremonies received fome 
Alteration, but they having been Printed in Jome Editions of 
the Common Prayer Book, J refer she Reader to thems nf 
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